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POSITIONAVAILABLE
*Organist: Wesleyan Hills

UMC, 390S. Yates, Mem-
phis, TN 38120. Sunday
mornings and Wed. eve-
nings. Salary commensurate
with experience. Call Bill
Russdll, 901-682-5471.

LUTHER SMITH TO EXPLORE
THURMAN SPIRITUALITY

Thepublicisinvitedto hear
Dr. Luther E. Smith, Pro-
fessor of Church and Com-
munity at Candler School of
Theology, speak on Building
Community on Common
Ground: Exploring the Spiri-
tuality of Howard Thurman.

Dr. Smith will be at
Lambuth University’s R. E.
Womack Memorial Chapel on
Sunday, February 25, at
6:00pm. This free event for
laity and clergy entitled, Com-
munity Beyond Our Dreams,
is jointly sponsored by
Lambuth University and the
Jackson District Council on
Ministries.

Dr. Smithwill also address
theclergy of the Jackson Dis-
trict on Monday, Feb. 26,
9:30am-1:00pm, in the
Hamilton Room of the Student
Union Building. Lunch reser-
vations can be made by con-
tacting the Jackson District
Officeat 731-660-1376. Tick-
ets are $10 per person.

Professor Smith’s current
research focuses on the role
of congregations in public
health issues, a sacramental
understanding of hope, and an
ethical perspective on black
church financing. His publi-
cationsinclude: Intimacy and
Mission: Intentional Community
asCruciblefor Radical Disciple-
ship (1994); Howard Thurman:
TheMystic asProphet (1981).

CARING FOR CREATION

It's not too late. Call now
to sign up for the Caring for
Creation Conference, Feb. 18-
19, at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Retreat Center in

(Continued on page 8A)
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By DR. JoserH GEARY, PASTOR
Paris First United Methodist Church

our missonworkinTaiama,

SierraLeone. Thedriver and
vehicle had arrived and the sun
was hanging low on the horizon.
Volunteerswere packing up their
belongings and supplies and
getting on the vehicle when
suddenly, Elyse Bell, our co-
|eader, sent word from the clinic
for me to come.

When | arrived, | was quickly
told that a child was near death
and asked to comeinto thetreat-
ment room to pray.

A mother had walkedinfroma
nearby village with atwo-month-
old baby girl who weighed less
than two pounds. The mother’s
milk had dried up and the baby had
nothing to eat for weeks.

Ruth Roberts, Registered Nurse
and member of St. Paul UMC in

I t waslate onthelast day of

www.memphis-umc.org

A child with no name haunts
VIM team in Sierra Leone

L akeland, worked feverishly to get
badly needed fluidsin the child.

When | approached the mother
and asked the child’s name, a
worker translated my request into
Mende. The mother responded,
“She hasno name.”

| was momentarily stunned. |
thought |1 had misunderstood. |
asked the question again and the
response was the same, “ She has
no name.”

Nothing in my years of pasto-
ral experience had ever prepared
meto pray for adying child with
noname. | called ontheHoly Spirit
to help me form the words and |
prayed that our efforts combined
with help from above would save
thischild'slife.

After praying, | turned away
and walked toward the only win-
dow in the room and gazed out
on the cottonwood trees and the
weaver hirds returning to roost
for the evening. | thought isthere
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Her mother’s milk dried up, a tiny baby girl fought for life and
lost. Ruth Roberts, ateam member, struggled to save her.

any greater indignity intheworld

than to be an impoverished child,

hungry, and not have a name.
The effort continued to save

the child into the evening. But,

alas, when we returned to the

Taiama Methodist Clinic com-
(Continued on page 5A)

Jim Cochrane (third from left) and colleagues in Northern
Zambia during a pilot project for the African Religious Health
Assets Programme.

‘Redefining the box’
Using a global model to
improve Mempbis bealthcare

Feb. 8, the African
Religious Health Assets
Program released its report,
“Appreciating Assets: The
Contribution of Religion to
Universal AccessinAfrica” On
the hedls of the report, officials
with Methodist Le Bonheur
Healthcare announced they would
replicate the global model in
Memphis, making it thefirst U.S.
or European city to apply the
model in pursuit of enhanced
healthcareand quality of life.
Thereport, funded by theWorld

I n Washington, D.C., on

Health Organization, presented re-
search representing thefirst com-
prehensive assessment that maps
both thetangibleandintangibleas-
setsof religiousentitiesin portions
of two African countries, Zambia
and L esotho, toimprovethehealth
outlook for thosewith HIV/AIDS.

Through its newly created Cen-
ter for Excdlencein Faithand Hedth,
the Memphis work will focus on
health challengesdistinct toMem-
phis. Shelby County hasahigher
incidence of infant mortality, dia-

(Continued on page 8A)
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Faith in a country where belief in God is suspect

By PaTrRick WHALEY
(From M oscow, Russia)

e all need
encouragement. We
all need trusted

people of faithwho will lead and
guideus, whowill teach and model
what it means to be the Church.
Asthechildren’'ssong says, “| am
the church, you are the church,
we are the church together; all
around the world, we are the
church together.” But it's very
difficult to be a Christian in the
former Soviet Union.
Onthisjourney, I've met with
peoplefrom Norway searching for
new models to reach out to their
ever-changing community. Their
world is going through tremen-
dous change. Inflation is high,
belief in Godislow, and theinflux
of Mudlimsisextremely obvious.
Everywhere, thechurch struggles
tofinditsidentity. I’ ve spent almost
aweek in Latvia leading teacher
training events, meeting with pas-
tors, planning for ministry, bless-
ing babies at the Hope Center,
preaching at First Methodist in
Riga and on the Christian radio

station there, visiting the Baptist
Seminary and conversing withthe
President. | also spent time with
the pastoral Latvian leadership
shaping the future of the church.
| wish each of you could be part
of these gatherings.

| am currently in Moscow.
Bishop Vaxby and | spent Satur-
day together praying, planning and
playing. Worship was great on
Sunday with music from univer-
sity-age studentsfrom Taiwan and
Korea. We are a world church,
disciples of Jesus Christ sharing
lifeand ministry together.

For the past three days, | have
been with Bishop Vaxby and his
twelve District Superintendents
whose ministry stretches over
eleventime zonesand seven coun-
tries. Pagtor Nelli Mamonovafrom
Pskov isoneof thesetrusted |ead-
ers. Shehasmuchwisdomandis
given great respect.

We worshipped and prayed. |
gave a two-hour presentation on
mentoring. It was another oppor-
tunity to share the Pastor’s Con-
tinuing Education Plan and Lay
Leadership Training that | helped
develop.

Throughout these days, | was
the one on the phone or e-mailing
the Upper Room Ministry at the
General Board of Discipleship to
discussevangelism or calling the
General Board of Higher Educa-
tion & Ministry to look at issues
related to mentoring and seminary
education.

Communication continueswith
World Methodist Evangelism and
the General Board of Global Min-
istries, the United Methodist Pub-
lishing House and The Walk to
Emmaus. Together we are devel -
oping curriculum, planning the
first Russian editions of the Up-
per Room, and training pastors.

I’ve spent much time with
seminary students challenging
them to adeeper understanding of
their call withinthelocal church.

All around the world,
we are the church together
You've heard me share before
that wein Americahave grown up
in the Church. We have churches
on every street corner and Bible
Studies every day of the week.
Our brothers and sisters around
the world need our prayers, our

support and our experience, all
packaged in God'slove.

These Eurasian |leaders have
the Call, they have the heart for
ministry, and they live as Chris-
tiansinadaily world that isso dif-
ferent from ours. It's not easy to
be called a cult, to be questioned
by police, to have the daily life
struggleswhileasobeing calledto
bethelight shining out of darkness.

| wish | could tell you the sto-
ries | have heard these past few
days, storiesthat would break your
heart, stories of faith in the midst
of life'sdifficulties.

SASHA (Shepherding a
Servant’sHeart Amen) islistening
and caring, mentoring and pray-
ing, leading Bible studies, sharing
experience and finding new pos-
sibilities for being the Church in
today’sworld.

Pray for these pastors and
leadersasGod callstheminto min-
istry. 1 have been asked to go
many placesthroughout Eurasiato
work with pastors and churches
inevangelism, church growth and
discipleship. Throughtraining and
mentoring leaders, we will grow
the Churchto becomeall God has

caledittobe.

Don Green used these words
at the Friends of Estoniameeting
in the middle of January. “Al-
though | have much to write to
you, | would rather not use paper
andink; instead | hopeto cometo
you and talk with you faceto face,
so that our joy may be complete.”
2 John verse 12.

| am being sent places where
face to face we can share the
Good News of Jesus Christ with
people who have never heard the
Gospel and never seen aBible. |
am so honored to work with pas-
torswhowill let God'slight shine
through them.

SASHA is Shepherding A
Servant’s Heart in a world that
does not know Jesus. Please pray
for safetravel and for God to open
doors for ministry to take place.
Pray that God will beglorifiedand
the Biblewill be heard with open
hearts.

Your prayers and support are
sovery important. | pray that you
will join with me on future trips
aswedisciplenew believersinthe
name of Jesus Christ. Give God
theGlory! «

Immaigration meeting urges
hospitality to the ‘strangers’

By KATHY L. GILBERT

LAKEJUNALUSKA, (UMNS)
Participantsat aconferenceinthe
cold Great Smoky Mountains
were reminded that God created
hospitality—not bordersand walls.

“God has concern for widows
and orphansand margindized out-
casts, and thereisnothing you can
doaboutit,” saidtheRev. A. Clark
Jenkins, pastor of St. Andrew-by-
the-Sea United Methodist Church
inHiltonHead, S.C.

That message was sent home
with morethan 100 peopl e attend-
ing the United Methodist confer-
ence called“ Our Call to Hospital -
ity: A Biblical Response to the
Challenges of Immigration.”
Among those present wererepre-
sentativesfrom the Memphisand
TennesseeAnnual Conferences.

Held Feb. 1-3, the event was
sponsored by the Southeastern Ju-
risdiction and the United M ethod-
ist Board of Church and Society.

“We expect immigrantsto flip
our burgers and take out our
trash,” said the Rev. Clayton
Childers, the board’s program di-
rector for annual conferencerela-

tions. “We expect them to be here
and then blame them when they
are”

The purpose of the conference
was to educate and spur United
Methodists to work for compre-
hensiveimmigration reform. Par-
ticipants shared ways churches
and conferencesareworking with
immigrants and learned how to
advocatefor immigration reform.

Workshops encouraging hospi-
tality included immigration and
racism; causes and consequences
of immigration; theeffectsof “En-
glishonly” declarations; and legal
issuesinimmigration.

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of the
NorthernllinoisAnnual (regional)
Conference and Bishop Timothy
W. Whitaker of the FloridaAnnual
Conference started and ended the
conferencewith worship services.

Immigration laws
Immigration has been a hot
topic in the United States during
recent years and, in December
2005, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed astrictimmigra-
tionbill that stirred protestsacross
the nation. Bill Mefford, program

director of civil and humanrights
with the board, said the Senate
passed “not a good but a better”
piece of legislationin May 2006,
and immigration became “atool
for politics” during the months
leading up to Election Day last
November.

In opposition to the 1996 Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Im-
migration ResolutionAct, theBook
of Resolutions of The United
Methodist Church statesin para-
graph 162 that “ being an undocu-
mented person isnot acrime.”

The original immigration hill
“wasarealy bad piece of legisla-
tionand wedon't haveit anymore;
we are starting from scratch,”
Mefford said. “But now it is a
tougher hill to climb becausethere
isalot of money behind the anti-
immigrationside.”

Mefford urged Christians to
make their voices heard. “One
thing | hear over and over againis
that lawmakers haveto hear from
peopleinfavor of immigration re-
form,” he said.

“Thisisnot aDemocrat or Re-
publican issue. Thisis not a left
or right issue. It isafaith issue.”

L
Anthony Velazquez (left), a staff member with the United Meth-
odist Council on Finance and Administration, participates in a

smallgroup discussion.

Immigration reform

The Board of Church and So-
ciety isadvocating for comprehen-
siveimmigrationreformthat isnot
based on amnesty or open borders,
but aimsto:
" Provideapathto citizenship
* Protect workers
*"Reunitefamilies
*'Restore therule of law and en-

hance security

Participants called the confer-
ence enlightening and expressed a
desire to work toward immigra-
tionreformintheir own churches
and communities.

Niranjan Noronhaworkswith
the South Asian population in

UMNS photo by Kathy L. Gilbert.

Georgia and said the conference
wasa“very positiveexperience.”

“Onething | learnedisthat the
economic policies of the U.S.
bring moreimmigrantshererather
than keeping them in their own
countries,” he said. “I learned
about the realities about what
causesimmigration and what im-
migrants face here, especialy le-
gal matters.”

Video and audio recordings of
theworship services, plenariesand
workshops can be ordered from
the Southeastern Jurisdiction by
calling (828) 452-2881 or e-mail-
ing Kenneth Ratcliffe at
ratcliffe@sejumc.org.
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A child with

Nno name

(continued from page 1A)

pound the next morning to say
our good-byes and return to the
United States, we were met with
a stoic, understated voice that
simply said, “Thechild died.”

Those were heartbreaking
words to hear and the only com-
fort our team took was in know-
ing that during thelast night of her
life, the little girl had something
comforting in her stomach.

As | struggled to understand
why the parentshad not named the
child, theonly thing that kept com-
ing to me was their sense of utter
hopel essness. With the mother’s
milk goneand death acertainty, not
giving the child anamewas an at-
tempt to stave off grief.

We had welcomed thischildin
the name of Jesus and ministered
to her in Word and Deed. Jesus
said “whoever welcomesonesuch
childwelcomesme.” Jesussurely
giveshisnameto childrenlikethis
little girl every day inour world.

According to Mende custom,
the child was buried that same
night in her home village accord-
ing totradition andtribal rites.

| cannot begin to describe to
you what it is like to watch an-
other human being die of starva-
tion. Every moment, 20 children
diefrom hunger inthisworld. Min-
istrieslikethe Lenten World Hun-
ger Offering of the MemphisAn-
nual Conferenceaddressthisneed.
Hopeis not only offered through
this fund but through an exciting
new approach treating under-
weight and malnourished children
aged six monthsto five years de-
scribed in the accompanying ar-
ticle* Peanut Butter-A Gift of Life’
by ElyseBell.

We must not givein to despair
but minister in ways that are ef-
fectiveand life-giving. «

Author’snote: During the pe-
riod Dec. 31, 2006 through Jan.
13, 2007, Samuel Pieh, Elyse
Bell and | led a VIM teamto S-
erra Leone. Our 16 members
hailed from Cordova, Dyersburg,
Parisand Knoxville, Tenn. Team
members helped to renovate a
church, staffed a medical clinic,
started a cooperative farm, es-
tablished a chapter of Celebrate
Recovery and initiated a Child
Nutrition Project to help mal-
nourished children.

The vignette aboveis but one
story among many that could
have been written. It illustrates
why we return to Serra Leone
year after year. It describeshow
despair empowers usto develop
ministries of hope.

Peanut Butter - A Gift of Life

By ELyse J. BELL, LAY LEADER
Paris First United Methodist Church

“For | was hungry and you
gavemefood.”
Matthew 25:35a NRSV

hile serving on a
Volunteer in Misson
team in Sierra

L eone two years ago, our team
unfortunately witnessed the
death of an infant twin boy,
Joseph. Itwasaheart wrench-
ingexperience. | wascertain God
did not intend for His children
to die of malnutrition.

When | returned home, the
image of Joseph’s mother car-
rying him several milesback to
his village that night for burial
left an imprint on my heart that
| could not forget. | began to
think about what one person
could do to make a difference
inavillageinthe middle of the
African bush.

Sierra Leone has recently
emerged fromal10-yeer civil war.
Theinfrastructure of the country
is devastated. The U.N. Human
Development Index ranks 177
countries in the world. Sierra
Leone ranks 176th. Per capita
incomeis$548, theinfant mor-
tality rateis 17%. Of those sur-
viving birth, another 20% diebe-
forethe age of five. The statis-
ticsare staggering. What could
| possibly do?

Shortly after my returnhome,
our daughter, Traci Brown, sent
meanewspaper articlefrom St.
Louis about Dr. Mark Manary
who was pioneering a new ap-
proach to the problem of mal-
nutritioninAfrica

| called Dr. Manary, apedia
triciana Washington University’s
Children’sHospital, and set up
a meeting. His concept was
simple, affordableand practical
in areaswhere cooking fuel and
electricity were unavailable—
and it was saving lives!

Thishome-based therapy for
severe childhood malnutrition
has been successful in several
countries over the past five
years. Itisaready-to-usethera-
peutic food combining pow-
dered ingredients with a rich
pasteand resultsinahigh-energy
food supplement.

Thesevery basicingredients,
requiring norefrigeration, include
powdered milk, vegetable ail,
sugar, peanut butter and pow-
dered vitaminsand minerals. It
can bestored in an airtight con-
tainer intropical conditionsfor

Peanut Butter Project saves a life.

three to four months.

A severely malnourished child,
between the ages of six months
and five years, can eat just afew
spoonfuls 5-7 times a day and
come to a complete recovery in
2-3 months. The cost is approxi-
mately $2.00 per week to feed a
malnourished child. The supple-
ment had been successful in
Malawi, Niger and the Congo, so
why not takeit to SierralLeone?

| checked ontheavailability of
the ingredients in Sierra Leone.
Nearly everything was accessible
and groundnuts (peanuts) were a
thriving crop in the area. They
might even be ableto processtheir
own peanut butter. The only in-
gredient that would require ship-
ping would be the powdered vita-
minsand minerals. Currently, the
supplement isonly availablefrom
acommercial supplier, Nutriset, in
Maaunay, France.

My church circle, TheMoving
Methodist Women, was my first
trial group. They helped me mix
the first batch of the peanut but-
ter supplement. At the close of the
demonstration, they donated the

Picture by Robert Hill

first $100 for the purchase of a
case of vitaminsand minerals.

The next day | arranged for a
wire transfer of the funds to
Nutriset in France. The ministry
was on its way.

Next on my agenda was an
informational session with the
Paris District Cluster Meeting
where more generous donations
were received. After | presented
the case for the therapeutic food
at my daughter’s United Method-
ist Churchin St. Louis, morefunds
weremadeavailable.

On Dec. 31, 2006 sixteen VIM
team members, under theleadership
of Dr. Joe Geary and native Sierra
Leonan, Samuel Pieh, journeyed
fromtheUnited Statesthrough Lon-
don, England, to Freetown, Sierra
Leone, West Africa.

The trip took 13 days, four of
whichweretravel. Onefull day was
spent inthe capitol city purchasing
al thenecessary ingredientsand 300
plastic storage containers.

Our son Todd Bell of Baton
Rouge suggested wetakeaong a
battery converter to power our
electric hand mixer, which would

be charged by acar battery pur-
chasedin Bo.

Withall of our suppliesloaded
in vans, we journeyed for sev-
eral hours into the bush coun-
try. This was the third trip our
team hasmadeto the 800-mem-
ber village of Taiama.

For seven days we inter-
viewed mothers and screened
babies and young children for
malnutrition. They were all
weighed, measured and charted
according to agefor severity of
malnutrition. Through aninter-
preter, each mother wasadvised
on how much and how oftento
givethe supplement to her chil-
dren as well as when to return
for a weight check and refills
of peanut butter.

Many had walked for miles
fromtheir surrounding villages
tofind health carefor their chil-
dren. They thanked us, but we
were the ones truly blessed by
the smiles on their faces.

Inthose seven dayswe mixed
approximately 200 poundsof the
peanut butter supplement,
packed them in 250 plastic con-
tainers, and served over 100 chil-
dren. What ablessing!

During our week in Taiama,
Ms. Abator Thomas, Minister of
Health and Sanitationfor Sierra
Leone, visited our siteto learn
more about the program for
implementation throughout the
entire country.

Upon our returnto Freetown,
we were invited to present the
Peanut Butter Project to apress
conference at her request, par-
ticipated in a nationwide tele-
vised broadcast panel discussion
and gave ahands-on demonstra-
tion at the Princess Maternity
and Malnutrition Hospital.

In April of 2007, | will join
with six other VIM members
tofollow up on the Peanut But-
ter Project and to strengthen the
infrastructure and training as-
pects of the program. Team
memberswill also continue to
develop our agricultural dem-
onstration acreage called
TaiamaFarms.

| am amazed at theway God
opensdoorswhenwetruly seek
todoHiswill and servetheleast,
last and lost. | will never forget
tiny little Joseph but | pray that
through the implementation of
this program other children
might not have to endure the
same fate. Thanks be to God.e

For information, contact Elyse
Bell at g bvim@bellsouth.net.
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Dancyville Tenn. Plenary sessions,
worship and workshops are de-
signedtoinspire peopleof faith to
commit toincreasing stewardship
of God'screation and to sharethat
concern in their churches and
synagogues. Registration is $50/
person. Call 731-664-8480.

HOW TO HANDLE HONORARIA

Pastors, do you receive money
for officiating at weddings, funer-
alsor other ceremonies? Accord-
ing totheIRS, these paymentsare
“fees’, not “gifts’ and are fully
subject to both income and self-
employment tax. For more infor-
mation, read the most recent
Clergy Finance Letter from the
NashvilleAreaUnited Methodist
Foundation.

SEJ MINISTERS’ WEEK TO
FEATURE MIKE SLAUGHTERAND
BISHOPS SWANSON, GWINN,
WILLS AND DAVIS
During the July 9-13 SEJMin-
isters’ Week at L ake Junaluska,
NC, the theme “Making Dis-
ciples, Transforming the Fam-
ily, Congregation and World”
will be explored. The speaker is
theRev. Mike Slaughter, pas-
tor of Ginghamsburg UMC in
Tipp City, Ohio. While 4,000
people can be found on
Ginghamsburg’s campus on any
given week, Mike's greatest
source of fulfillment istheradi-
cal Jesus-followers who are
“On Mission” at home as well
as out making a difference
around the globe. Evening wor-
ship speakers are Bishops
James Swanson, Al Gwinn,
Dick Willsand Lindsey Davis.

SEJ MULTI-CULTURAL EVENT,
DEC. 13-15, LAKE JUNALUSKA

The December 13-15 Multi-
cultural Event at L ake Junaluska
will equip participantsto create
a more ethnically inclusive
church in their local settings.
The skills acquired in the event
could be transferred to address
other areas of conflict and dif-
ferences as well. For informa-
tion on the events, go to
WWW.Sej umc.or g.

An award winning newspaper
Cathy Farmer, Editor
Carol Kiddy, Circulation
24 Corporate Blvd.

Jackson, TN 38305-2315
Phone: 731-664-8480
Sub. Rate: $19.50/26 issues
for issues beginning June 1

‘Redefining the box’: Using a global
model to improve Memphis bhealthcare

(Continued from page 1A)

betes, hypertension, obesity,
stroke mortality and residentsliv-
ing below poverty level, than other
parts of Tennessee and the nation.

“LikeAfrica, Memphisisrich
in religious health assets that, if
identified and aligned, arethe key
to turning our communities to-
ward better health and quality of
life,” said the Rev. Gary R.
Gunderson, senior vice president
for Health and Welfare Ministries
for Methodist Le Bonheur
Hedlthcare. Dr. Gunderson served
as principal investigator for this
study inhisrolewiththeInterfaith
Hedlth Program, Rollins School of
Public Health, Emory University.

TheWorld Health Organization
welcomesthe Memphissite, with
Rev. Canon Ted Karpf, partner-
shipsofficer, Department of HIV,
for WHO, saying, “The fact that
the process will be replicated in
Memphisgivesthe World Health
Organization achanceto validate
the techniques in a different cul-
ture, whichisimportant to adapt-
ing the methods in many other
parts of the world.”

Religioushealth asset mapping
uses traditional GIS (Global In-
formation Systems) mapping
coupled with other interactive
mapping approaches to create a
comprehensive compilation of
health programs, networks and
other resources.

Entities to be mapped include
congregations and health-related
ministries, walking trails, public
gyms, food pantries, clothesclos-

ets, economic and housing devel-
opment groups, and neighborhood
initiatives, dongwith hospitalsand
clinics.

Key authors of the African
study, Professor Steve de Gruchy,
director of Theology and Devel-
opment Programme, School of
Religion and Theology, University
of KwaZulu Natal, and Professor
James R. Cochrane, Religious
Studies, University of CapeTown,
have already visited Memphisto
lay the foundation for the rollout
of the techniques. Methodist Le
Bonheur Healthcare, local aca-
demics and hundreds of commu-
nity and congregationd leaderswill
asobeinvolved.

“Religioushedlth asset mapping
can help us reverse those bleak
statistics by enabling us to iden-
tify all the things in our commu-
nity that are successful in com-
bating our targeted healthissues,”
said Dr. Gunderson. “ Once iden-
tified, we can begin the work of
collaborating, mobilizingand aign-
ing these resourcesfor maximum
advantage.

“This work is desperately
needed and isunprecedentedin our
city and country. With thisknowl-
edge, we canfill critical gapsand
target interventions,” said Dr.
Gunderson.

The work will begin in under-
served parts of South Memphis,
an areawith many health dispari-
ties. Inthe second phase, the data
captured will bedisseminatedina
number of ways, including Meth-
odist Le Bonheur Healthcare's

Congregationa Health Network, a
partnership between Methodist
South Hospital and nearly 40
churches in its primary service
area. Under Dr. Gunderson’slead-
ership, the network is being ex-
panded in the city with agoal of
400 congregational partners.

“This work is important, be-
cause of themany health deficien-
cies prominent in our commu-
nity,” said the Rev. T. O’ Neal
Crivens, Sr., pastor of Testament
Hope Community Baptist Church
inWhitehaven. “1 believethey are
not being addressed by our com-
munity. Adequate information is
not being infused to help people
make better choices.”

Methodist Healthcare Founda-
tion has committed to raise
$750,000 over threeyearsto fund
the study. Longtime Methodist
business partners Cerner Corpo-
ration, the leading provider of
hedlthcareinformation technology,
and Cigna, Inc., anationa provider
of group lifeand health insurance,
have made seed money commit-
ments to launch the project, and
more partners are still being
sought. MLH ismatchingall con-
tributionsthrough theallocation of
multipleresourcesincluding: staff,
leadership, land and money.

Neal Patterson, Chairman and
CEO of Cerner Corp., said,
“Cerner places a high value on
innovation and is happy to con-
tribute to effortsthat come from
this kind of thinking, which is
not just ‘ out of the box,” but re-
defining the box.” ¢
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Seminar: Keeping
Seniors safe in a
changing world

iors are vulnerable to
identity theft, frauds,
s, gambling, out of

control spending and internet
addiction. Learn how to recognize
the signs of when a hobby
becomes “too much.”

On Thursday, March 8, from
9am-2pm, Memphis Conference
Older Adult Ministriesisoffering
theseminar, “Keeping Seniors Sefe
inaChanging World,” at Jackson
Firss UMC. Registrationis$15 per
person which includesthe cost of
[unch. Scholarshipsareavailable.
The registration deadline is Feb-
ruary 26. Please, no walk-ins.

Dr. TeresaCuttswill lead ases-
sion on “Vulnerability in Older
Adults: Behavioral Addictions.”
Cuttsisaclinica psychologist and
theAssociate Director of the U.T.
Health Science Center’s Office of
Community Affairs.

Gerald Wiltshire, the Financia
Crimes|nvestigator with the Jack-
son, Tenn. Police Department, will
lead a session called: “ldentity
Theft, Frauds and Scams.”
Wiltshire is a computer forensic
analyst and sworn Specia Deputy
U. S. Marshall with the U.S. Se-
cret Service Economics Crime
Task Forcein Memphis.

Thisseminar will prove useful
to church program directors, lay
peoplein older adult programming,
pastors, al older adultsand people
who care for older adults, and
those worried about older adult
family membersand friends.

For moreinformation, call Luci
Cromer, 901-755-0803.

PAUL SAIK TO PERFORM

On Feb. 25, at 3:00pm in the
Jackson First sanctuary, 200
S.Church Street, vocalist/pia-
nist Paul Saik will perform in
honor of LulaBingham’s 80th
birthday. The concert is open
to the public.

Paul Saik in concert Feb. 25 at Jackson First

| Saik will returnto First

nited Methodist Church

in Jackson, Tenn. to

perform in a concert partially

underwritten by the Bingham

family in honor of LulaBingham’s
80th birthday.

Those who attend will be
blessed by Paul’s blend of out-
standing vocal and piano perfor-
mance, as well as his contagious
enthusiasmfor life. Paul will pre-
view the concert at both worship
serviceson February 25. Thecon-
certisfreeand opentothepublic.

From thetime Paul Saik was a
small child, he has touched the
lives of many with histalent. An
accomplished vocalist and pianist,
Paul isliving hispurposewith ev-
ery breath and every step, armed
with a passion for sacred music
and a desire to reach others with
the message of Christ’'slove.

A nativeof Jackson, Miss,, Paul
began playing piano at the age of
three and spent much of histime
performing in church. When he
was 13, his first church position
was as pianist at First Baptist
ChurchinPearl, Miss. Hequickly
developed alove for church mu-
sic and started playing the organ
at age 16.

While studying piano and organ
at Mississippi College where he
received a Bachelor of Music in
piano, Paul won several awards
and competitionsin organ, includ-
ing being runner-up inthe national
NMTA organ competition. Heaso
won several awardsinvoca com-
petitions and studied abroad at the
University of London.

A Pressar Scholar, Paul fur-
thered hiseducation at Baylor Uni-
versity, where hereceived aMas-
tersof Musicin church music and

organ and won severa voca com-
petitions. And he has performed
with operacompaniesaround the
world, appearing with various
symphonies. A versatilesinger, he
alsoworked on Broadway in New
York.

But after many years of per-
forming on some of the world's
biggest stages, Paul realized that
the successes of his career could
not outweigh the stresses and
challengesthat hefaced every day.

In the summer of 2003, he re-
treated to Lake Junaluska and
briefly performed asan accompa
nist and soloist for the Lake
Junaluska Singers. It wasat L ake
Junaluskathat Paul felt God'scall
back to hisfirst love—sacred mu-
sic. He was the recipient of the
Christian Artist Fellowship at
Brentwood UMC and moved to
Nashvillein December 2003.«



