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HELP FIRST CHURCH!
VOLUNTEER CREWS NEEDED
TO CLEAN SMOKE DAMAGE

Volunteer crews are being
recruited to help clean-up
items damaged by smoke in
the fire that destroyed Mem-
phis, Tenn.’s First United
Methodist Church. Trainers
will be on site to tell volun-
teers how to proceed. All nec-
essary chemicals, gloves,
masks etc. will be furnished.
Just bring a good heart. For
information of to schedule a
day, call Ruth Efnor at 901-
332-3386.

HEARTSONG TO HOST
NOVEMBER CONMCERTS

Last February, Heartsong
Church and Inside Sounds
staged concerts in celebration
of the release of Fried Glass
Onions—Memphis Rocks the
Beatles Iol. 3. On November
10 & 11, the church will again
host artists from the very suc-
cessful CDs. They will be
backed by the church’s house
band led by Dave Smith on
bass, Gene Nunez on guitar,
Greg Lundy on drums, and
Charlie Wood on keyboards/
organ. Artists scheduled to
perform include: Zack Mack,
Dani, David Brookings,
FreeWorld, Matt Isbel &
Adam Levin, Van Duren,
Charles Ponder, Jackie
Johnson, Charlie Wood,
Billy Gibson and Steve
Selvidge. Tickets are avail-
able by contacting Heartsong
Church (901-755-6332).

AUTHOR DONATES PROFITS
FROMBOOKTOFIRST CHURCH
Dr. Walter T. Hughes.
physician-scientist and Emen-
tus Member of 5t. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
is donating the profits of his
newestnovel, “The Ghosts of
Misery Island.” to the “First
Responder” capital funds
campaign which is dedicated
to the rebuilding of the Mem-
phis First Church sanctuary.

(Continued on page §.4)
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Chemical spill forces Fulton evacuation

By Catey FARMER

undreds of Fulton,

Kyv. residents were

evacuated Oct. 19
after hydrochloric acid was dis-
covered spewing from a tanker
car parked in the rail vard in the
middle of town.

Fulton’s First United Meth-
odist Church, a designated Red
Cross shelter. housed overnight
and fed 32 of the people forced
from their homes by the emer-
gency. The toxic chemical can

cause burns if it comes into direct
contact with the eyes or skin, and
respiratory problems if atmo-
spheric condifions it info a gas.

“The spill was discovered in the
early morning,” said the Rev. Tim
Atkins, pastor of Fulton First
UMC. *“You could see it shooting
out in a cloud. The rain made it
even worse. The Red Cross called
me about 1:00 p.m. to open the
Willingham Center as a shelter.
Since the Red Cross people were
coming in from Mayfield, Ky,
they weren't able to assess the

need and get the shelter operating
unfil about 3:00p.m.™

Atkins” own family was among
those forced to evacuate.

“It was a progressive evacua-
tion,” he explained. “They started
with the five or six blocks west
of the railroad yard then added the
seven or eight blocks east of the
ward. That meluded the parson-
age.”

Atkins said 20 church members
were called to help out by prepar-

(Continued on page 84)

Tim Atkins

By Sanpra Marsias

ven a three alarm fire
that involves 111
firefighters and 21

pieces of equipment can’t keep a
good ministry down. FirstWorks,
Inc., the Downtown Memphis
urban mission organization
displaced by the October 6 fire at
First United Methodist Church,
will soon be moving fo its new
home at 82 North Second Street.

To sproce up the building,

Germantown United Methodist
Church’s Sonnse Men's Devo-
tional Group spent Saturday morn-
ing painting the inside.

Laughing and listening to coun-

try music on the radio, the jovial
group energetically changed what
were once drab white walls into
beautiful shades of blue, gold and

orange.

Bill Lewtis, the group’s leader

and a FirstWorks volunteer, has
long been associated with the pro-
gram. Nineteen yvears ago. Lewis,
along with the Friends in Faith
Sunday School Class, beganvol-
unteering for FirstWorks, which,
at that time, was called Final Net.

Helping with the Children’s Pro-

gram as a chaperone, Lewis accom-

(Continued on page 84)

FirstWorks, Inc. new digs painted

Germantown UMC members pitch in to paintthe new FirstWorks, Inc. headquarters in Downtown
Memphis. The program that deals with at-risk youth was abruptly ousted from First UMC when a
fire destroyed the church and heavily damaged the Pepper Building. FirstWorks's new home is
at82 N. Second Street, near Calvary Episcopal Church. Pictured above (L-R) are: Bill Lewis, Roger
Woelke, Bob Stoudt, Doug Warner, Conrad Schanson, Frank Davis, and Monty Williams. (Not
pictured but volunteering that day were Jimmy Harwell and Grady Sparks).
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