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KEYSE TO SPEAK AT
GRAVES COUNTY
CLUSTER, OCT. 29
Plan to attend the
Graves County Clus-
ter 5 Sunday Ser-
vice on October 20,
6:00 p.m.. at Mayfield
First United Methodist
Church. The speaker
will be Mike Keyse,
a Volunteer in Mission
(VIM) Individual Vol-
unteer (IV), who has
been serving in Bolivia
since January 2006.
Keyse previously made
several trips to Bolivia
as a team leader work-
ing on church con-
struction. He 1s pres-
ently coordinator of
VIM teams that go to
Bolivia to work for 10
days to two weeks. He
will return to Boliviain
December to serve
through 2007. Learn
more about the mission
work of the Church.
rector of Generations,
an adult Alzheimer’s
day care center in
Mayfield, will also

speak.

NOV. 3 BENEFIT
CONCERTFOR
MEMPHIS FIRST TO
BE SUNG BY MANY
DENOMINATIONS
The beautiful and
moving Faure’s “Re-
quiem” will be per-
formed by a mass
choir as a benefit con-
cert for First United
Methodist Church,
“First Church”, on
Friday, Nov. 3, 8:00
p-m. at St. Mary’s
Episcopal Cathedral,
700 Poplar Avenue,
Memphis. The unique
choir, conducted by
John Palmer, First
Church Director of
Music Ministries, will
be composed of choir
{Continued on page §.4)
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Coach Cal, passionate about families,

slam-dunks Hannah’s Hope fund-raiser

By Caray FarvER

head coach of the University

of Memphis men’s
basketball team. and Hannah's
Hope. the West Tennessee adoption
agency of the  Memphis
Conference, are natural partners.
Both are passionate about families.

On October 3, Calipari head-
lined the annual fall fund-raiser for
Hannah’s Hope. “Hearts and
Hoops™ raised approximately
%12.000 from a silent auction and
a sold-out house at Christ United
Methodist Church. According to
the Rev. Trina Bell Morrison,
Hannah's Hope executive director.
the money will be used to sustain
free crisis pregnancy counseling
and provide for the care of chil-
dren who are placed on an inferim
basis in the guardianship of the
agency.

“Coach Cal was fantastic!” said
Morrison. “Ireally enjoyed hear-
1ng him talk about hus passion for
his family and about the way his
work with his team is based on

Ir turns out that John Calipari,

Rewv. Trina Bell

on and John Calipari, head coach of the
University of Memphis men’s basketball team, teamed up for a

slam-dunk of a fund-raiser for Hannah's Hope.

the same principles he upholds
with his own family.

“He talked about how he and lus
wife tell the pareats of the boys
that they will adopt the young men

and embrace them as part of their
own family for the next four years.”

Calipari’s devotion to family and
to the voung men he coaches 1s
echoed in Morrison’s own passion

for Hannah's Hope and its minis-
try to the “adoption triad ™~

The triad, as she explamed dur-
ing her speech at the event, is com-
posed of the birth mother whoe of-
ten feels ostracized and shamed by
her pregnancy, the adoptive fam-
ily struggling with the pain of in-
fertility and loss, and the child.

“You might think that the work
of adoption is the business of so-
cial workers and lawyers and best
left to government entifies,”
Morrison said. “That’s certainly
the way adoption worked when I
was relinquished by my birth
mother and placed with my par-
ents 36 years ago. Butras I prayved
about this very question, it became
clear to me that the guestion I
should be considening is fiow can
the Church NOT be involved in
adoption minisiiy? "

Morrison went on to describe
the progress made over the past
three years since Hannah's Hope
became a licensed adoption
agency. There are now three con-

{Continued on page 84)

Barks, yips and meows punctuate Blessing of the Animals

By Rev. ScotTIE BRAFFORD

nder a cloudless
sapphire-blue October
sky, more than 40

dogs, a handful of cats and their
owner families participated in a
Sunday, October 8, Blessing of the
Animals at Celonial Park United
Methodist Church in Memphis.

In the church’s outdoor court-
vard in front of a stone altar deco-
rated with pumpkins and flower-
ing mums, pet owners lifted their
voices in praise to God, singing,
“All things bright and beautiful. all
creatures great and small, all things
wise and wonderful, the Lord God
made them all.”

The music and liturgy were

punctuated with barks, yips and
meows, along with expressions of
whole body praise from wagging
tails, smiles and laughter.

Scriptures were read, prayers
were offered, and a short medita-
tion on the life of St. Francis of
Assisiwas given by Colonial Park
Senior Pastor, the Rev. Bradley
Gabriel.

Each pet was individually
blessed, then certificates com-
memorating the day were distrib-
uted. A reception followed the ser-
vice with refreshments for both
humans and animals. “Pet clean-
up supplies™ were thoughtfully
provided and welcomed.

The Blessing of the Animals

{Continued on page 84)

Blessing of the Animals at Colonial Park

umc.
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