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POSITION AVAILABLE
*Part-time Minis-
ter of Youth: Alamo
First UMC. Approxi-
mately 10 hours/week
commitment. Perfect
for seminary student
needing experience or
recent college gradu-
ate with a heart for
young people. Pri-
mary responsibility
will be organizing
Youth Bible study and
UMYF activities on
Sunday evenings.
Four fo five annual
outings/trips. Must
have a strong sense of
direction and self-
awareness of own
Christian identity.
Opening 1s immediate.
For information con-
tact: the Rev. Dan
Camp, dcamp@
crockettnet com or
(731) 696-2150.

IN MEMORIAM

The Rev. Herman
E. Choate, 88, retired
minister of the
Paducah District,
died September 29,
2006 at the home of
his grandson. Charles
H. Choate. of Wingo,
Ky. Services were
held October 3 at the
Lone Oak Chapel of
Milner & Orr Funeral
Home. The Rev. Joe
Beal. Dr. Joseph
Geary, and the Rev.
Barry Roberts offici-
ated. Burial was in
Wingo Cemetery.

Rev. Choate 15 sur-
vived by his wife,
Freda Eloise
Wickens Choate,
who resides at the
General Baptist Nurs-
g Home in Camphbell,
MO. Also surviving
are his son. Don E.
Choate, Waverly,
TN; two daughters,
Sula K. Davis,
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Wagley: ‘The building is
destroyed, but not the church’

By Caray Farver

‘ e’'re not defeated;
we're devastated,
but we're not

defeated.” said the Rev. Martha
Wagley, senior pastor of First
United Methodist Church. Historic
First Church, the first congregation
of any denonunation ergamzed in
Memphis, ignited October 6in a
fire that sent clonds of burning
embers swirling across the
downtown skyline.

“We have a resurrection faith.”
Wagley continued. “New life
comes out of destruction and trag-
edy. The building is destroyed, but
not the church.”

Vicki Carayianms, on her early
morning walk October 6, saw the
glow of burning buildings just
blocks away.

“When I saw a fireman, he told
me that a2 Methedist church had
been demolished; that it was a re-
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Photo by Bill Adelman, Memphis fire fighter, of First Methodist Church burning.

Requiem for a building, not a church

Photo by K

aren Pulfer uchi

Vicki and Alexander watch as their church smolders into ruins.
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By Leanne Kleinmann—
The Commercial Appeal

an anything be more
heartbreaking than
‘watching a historic

church building burn? First United
Methodist — known as First
Chureh, the oldest congregation in
Memphis, orgamzed 1 1826 —
was nearly wiped out early this
morning, and flames spread
throughout the downtown area,
burning at least three other
buildings.

But it’s the loss of the church

that hurts the most. That congre-
gation just celebrated 180 yearsin
Memphis. Think of all the worship
services, Sunday School classes,
weddings, funerals and baptisms
that happened in that gray stone
building.

When my friend Vicki called
this morning (that’s her, 1n the pic-
ture to the left. with her son
Alexander at the church Friday
afternoon) ... she remembered the
first time she went to First Church,
when she’d moved back to Mem-
phis, newly divorced. Her parents
were with her, and were taken
aback by the age of the congrega-
tion, the church building, every-
thing. Not Vicki. She was later
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