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JERUSALEM FUND
ENRICHED BY $2,593
The Jerusalem
Fund. an emergency
fund for pastors ad-
ministered by the
bishop’s office, re-
cently was recently
enriched by $2.593.
The money, placed in
the Jerusalem Fund by
the Rev. Randy Coo-
per, was the amount
left over after all ex-
penses were paid for
the 2006 Spiritual
Growth Retreat.

IN MEMORIAM

The Rev. Herman
E. Choate, 88, of
Paducah, died Sept. 20
at the home of his
grandson. Charles H.
Choate, in Wingo. Ky
Services were held
Qct. 3 at the Lone Oak
Chapel of Milner &
Orr Funeral Home.
Rev. Joe Beal, Dr.
Joe Geary, and Rev.
Barry Roberts offici-
ated. Burial followed
at Wingo Cemetery.

The Rev. Choate is
survived by his wife,
Freda Eloise
Wickens Choate,
who resides at the
General Baptist Nurs-
mg home in Campbell,
MO_They recently ob-
served their 68th wed-
surviving are his son,
Don E. Choate of
Waverly, TN; two
daughters. Sula K.
Davis of Roanoke,
VA, and Diana L.
Bennett of Malden,
MO; sister, Linda M.
Lowry of Mayfield;
eight grandchildren
and eight great-grand-
children.

Rev. Choate was
born in Hickman, KY,
in 1917 He graduated
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October 13, 2006

Breaking ground for Faith

By Caray Farver & Aty MarTIN

rowing up United
Methodist in Oakland,
Tenn. was a rather

solitary experience for Shannon
Ryan, now 23. She was the only
child at Oakland United Methedist
Church.

“My parents were one of the
youngest couples 1n the church,”
Shannon said, explaining they
joined QOakland UMC when she
was about six years old.

“Our church wasn’t on a main
highway and didn’t have much fo
offer younger people. There were
no activities. So it seemed to us a
good idea to close the old church
and start over so we could attract
vounger people.”

When Oakland UMC was dis-
continued five vears ago. there
were only three or four familes still
attending. about 12-15 people.

Robbie Yancey, amember of the
church from the day she married
husband Frank 56 years ago, said
the old congregation just “wasn’t
collecting new members” despite
the new people flooding into the
area. Oakland 15 no longer a sleepy
mral community. Houses are
springing up all over Favette
County. Population projections

Service on September 3.

based on the latest census data
predict a growth of 21.1% over
the next five vears.

“Since we closed Oakland and
opened our new church, Faith

The children of Faith Oakland United Methodist Churc releasered balloons during the Groundbreaking

United Methodist, in a store front
in a strip mall on Highway 64,
we’ve added a lot of new mem-
bers,” Mrs. Yancey said. “We're
overflowing the space we have

now. We’'re really constantly
growing.”
Mrs. Yancey says when new

{Continned on page §.4)
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s the October 13
Reporter was going
to press, news ar-

rived from Memphis that First
United Methodist Church was
burning and the congregation
expected fo suffer the com-
plete loss of their sanctuary.
Bishop Dick Wills, who

Memphis First
sanctuary burns
in October 6 fire

hurried to Memphis from Nash-
ville, grieved with the people gath-
ered all day on the sidewalk out-
side the church.

Please turn to page 4A for more
information and pictures about the
church.

More indepth stories will follow
in the October 20 Reporter.
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