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VIMTO NICARAGUA,
JAN. 26-FEB. 2, 2007
Anyone interested
i being part of a Viol-
unteers in Mission
Memphis Conference
team going to Leon,
Nicaragua, January
26-Feb 2, 2007, con-
tact Mike Hibbs at
731-208-1546 or
hibbs(404@aol.com.
Team members will do
some construction
work, conduct Vaca-
tion Bible Schools,
work in El Ayndante’s
orphanage (www.
Nnicamissions.com),
feed hundreds of chil-
dren and adults, and
work with the Meth-
odist pastor and his
newly established
Methodist congrega-
tion and church build-
ng. Approximate cost
per person is $1300.

Dr. Reginald Mallett

MALLETT TOPREACH
ATBROWNSVILLE1ST
BEGINNING OCTOBER 1

Dr. Reginald
Mallett, an ordained
minister of the British
Methodist Church, a
preacher with a world-
wide reputation as a
pulpit master, and a li-
preach at Brownswille
First UMC in October
on “An Unchanging
Faith in a Changing
World.” Come hear
Dr. Mallett on Sunday,

{Continued on page §4)
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September 22, 2006

Spiritual growth the goal of Brownsville

First’s two year Confirmation program

By Caray FARMER

t might not seem like it at
times, but children as young
s fifth and smxth graders are
hungry for spirituality. If you
doubt it, spend some time at
Brownsville, Tenn.’s First United
Methodist Church listening to the
lads talk about their daily journals
and praying.

The Rev. Sammy Tillman, min-
ister of worship and evangelism at
Brownsville First, says answering
that hunger for spirituality has
revolutionized his church’s confir-
mation process.

“Three years ago,” Tillman said,
“Tdecided to make my project for
commissioning as a deacon taking
Cokesbury’s ‘Claim the Name’
confirmation curricula and giving
it scope and sequence as a two
year program—what you do for
two years, week by week. with
retreats, topics and how you re-
peat them.”

Tillman said his revised two
vear confirmation program in-
cludes fall and spring retreats at
Lakeshore, participation in wor-
ship on Sunday morning and
evening and Sunday school, plus
Wednesday night activities that in-
clude group time, Bible study.
journaling, choir, and some partici-
pation in activities with the youth
of the church.

“Fifth and sixth graders have
one foot in children’s ministry and
one foot in youth ministries.”
Tillman explamned. “Our confirma-
t1on process helps to bridge them;
it can be a difficult transition.”

Tillman said he tweals the pro-
gram every vear, and that this vear,
one of the changes introduced was
to give each child a youth prayer
partner and a menfor.

“The vouth spends time with
his or her confirmand, making sure
they're involved,” Tillman said.

As for the journal: “All the chil-
dren going through the process
keep a journal for the two vears.

Brownsville First United Methedist Church’s confirmands at their spring retreat at Lakeshore. Fifth
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and sixth graders at Brownsville First take part in a two year program that transforms Confirmation.
“It's less about graduating from a class and more about moving to a profession of faith in Christ and
accepting baptismal vows,” said the Rev. Sammy Tillman.

It becomes a part of therr lives.
Some have told me that they can’t
imagine not studying the Bible and
having a devotional every night.”

Allix, one of the confirmands,
totally agrees with Tillman “Tt has
helped me grow. I'd much rather
do this than just go to a class.”

“The journals are part of our
Wednesday night program,”
Tillman continued. “The kids can’t
wait for group share time. They
want to talk about what's going on
in their lives—how they re affected
by fnendships and how pulled they
are with so much vying for their
time. And the prayer time almost
always goes over—we re late get-
ting out on Wednesdays because
we pray around the circle.”

Lengthening confirmation from
the more usual six weeks to two
vears as had a profound effect on
the children and youth.

“T've found that making con-
firmation a two vear process
makes if less information based and
meore spiritual growth,” Tillman
said. “Ithas become less graduat-
ing from a class and more moving
to a profession of faith in Chrst
and accepting baptismal vows.

“Our young people are so sac-
ramental,” he said. “They learn a
love of the sacraments and fewer
ask questions about faith after this
process. For example, they fmow
why they were baptized as babies.”

Attendance on Sundays and
Wednesdays over the two vears and

beyond s phenomenal. Miss Helen,
one of the older members of the
congregation, fakes particular jov in
watching the children and youth as
they line up in the front pews dur-
ing Sunday morning worship.

“Claim the Name has made our
church stronger,” Tillman said. “Tt
gives the fifth and sixth graders a
zood foundation. When thev move
on to the youth, they continue to
build on that. We have 35 to 40
vouth right now.”

Brownsville First’s confirma-
tion program helps the children
come into a growing relationship
with Jesus Christ and move to-
ward making a confession of faith.

{Continued on page §4)

The United Methodist Reporter (USPS 054-500] is published weekly by UMR Communications, 1221 Profit Drive, Dallas, TX 75247-2010. Periedica’s Postage Pad st Dallas. Texas and additional
mailing offces. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Unied Methodst Reporter, PO Box 860275, Dallas, TX 75266-0275.







