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IN MEMORIAM

Martha Elizabeth
Fleming, 77, wife of
the Rev. William A.
Fleming IIT, retired
minister in the Asbury
District, died August
21, 2006 at her home
after a long struggle
with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease. Funeral services
were Thursday, Au-
gust 24, at Memphis
Funeral Home Poplar
Chapel. The Rev. Hal
Sessions officiated.
Interment followed in
Memonral Park Cem-
etery. Visitation was
from 5:00-8:00 PM on
Wednesday.

She 1s survived by
her husband of 57
vears; four children,
John A. Fleming,
Debra D. Fleming,
Cheryl Ann Fleming
and Chris Alan
Fleming; nine grand-
children, four great-
erandchildren. Corre-
spondence may be
sent to the Rev. Will-
1am Fleming ITT, 3489
Woodwind Dr., Mem-
phis, TN 38128,

INMEMORIAM

Betty Jean
Crittenden. 77, the
wife of the Rev.
Norman Crittenden,
pastor of the Garland-
New Salem Charge,
died Monday. August
14, at Baptist Hospital
Tipton. Funeral ser-
vices were held at 2:00
PM Wednesday, Au-
gust 16, at First United
Methodist Church 1n
Covington, Tenn. with
interment in Magnolia
Gardens Cemetery.
She was a member of
Garland United Meth-
odist Church.

Besides her hus-
band, Mrs. Crittenden
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Christian Men’s Gathering
urged to ‘Get Up and Dance’

By Caray FARMER

essages like “Get Up
and Dance” by the
Rev. Roger Hopson

and “Become the Church that God
Intended” by Dr. Dave Hilliard Jr.
had the 76 men registered for the
Christian Men's Gathering at
Lambuth University sitting on the
edges of their chairs at the Hamilton
Performing Arts Center.

“Those two key messages re-
ally motivated the men,” said Dick
Pilbeam, Memphis Conference
president of United Methodist
Men. “Both of our preachers urged
us to be invelved, not to sitback.”™

David K. Reed, who spoke to
the men about a new program
called Weslevan Band of Brothers.
said the one-day event more than
doubled past attendance at the
summer retreat.

“Lambuth University 1s the per-
fect place to stage any United
Methodist event,” Reed said. “It's
our university and President Fred
Zulker and his staff went to great
lengths to make evervone feel at
home.”

The Master of Ceremonies was
the Rev. Ronnmie Peck, pastor of
Calvert City United Methodist
Church in Western Kentucky.
Peck said he was pleased at the
response of the men.

Reed commented, “Peck
proved to be a slightly yvounger
wersion of Cotton Ivy in the mak-
ing. His wit kept everyone laugh-
ing throughout the day; he also held
everyone in rapt attention as he
demonstrated his avocation as a
professional storyteller.”

Steven Whitson, Music Minis-
ter at Grace UMC in Jackson,
opened the event with several
songs.

“Steven Whitson's singing was
so deeply spiritual and moving,”
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Leaders at the Christian Men's Gathering were pleased by the response to the one-day event.
Pictured above are: (L-R) the Rev. Roger Hopson, David R. Reed, the Rev. Ronnie Peck, UMM
Conference President Dick Pilbeam and Dr. David Hilliard Jr.

Scouts reach unchurched boys

Philip Craig, conference coor-
dinator of Scouting Ministries,
says Scouting instrumental in
bringing boys to Christ.

By Caray FarvEr

hilip Craig, the Memphis

Conference coordinator

of Sconting Ministries, 1s
full of fascinating, challenging and
scary statistics.

For instance, on the challeng-
ing side, he says 50 percent of the
boys in scout troops housed in
Umnited Methodist churches are un-
churched, about 25 percent of the
boys are members of the United
Methodist Church and the other
25 percent belong to other de-
nominations.

On the scary side, he’s quoting
Bishop Dick Wills when he says.
“If we don’t reach these boys for
Jesus Christ by the time they 're in

the 7th grade, odds are that we
won't reach them at all.”™

Craig, who has a masters in
chemistry and runs statistics al-
most as an avocation, isn’t infimi-
dated by the numbers, but he is
concerned. Because the numbers
also show that fewer and fewer
United Methodist churches are
sponsoring troops. In the last few
vears, the denominaton has shipped
to second place.

“The Mormons are spending
half a million dollars on training
leaders at Philmont, the scout
tramning center in Cimarron, New
Mexico,” he said. “United Meth-
odists are spending about $10,000.
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