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HALLS FIRST
VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOLKIDS SEND
BOOKS/BLANKETS
Over 100 students
and workers attended
Vacation Bible School
at Halls First this year.
Led by the Sisterhood
Circle of the United
Methodist Women,
mission was the
theme. The children’s
books included an
identical section m the
back written in Span-
ish. The plan was to
send the books to a
Latin American coun-
trytobe used ina VBS
there. Each class also
made a fleece blanket
with “Jesus Loves
Me" in English on one
side and in Spanish on
the other. Daphne
Moses of Northside
UMC agreed to deliver
the blankets and books
to a children’s hospi-
tal in the mountains of
Nicaragua when her
mission team travels
there this summer.

IN MEMORIAM

The Rev. Gordon
Henderson, 70, re-
tired minister in the
MecKendree District,
died August 8, 2006.
His ministry of 48
years in the Memphis
Conference began in
Fayette County and
was completed in
Fayette County after
he retired from
Somerville First UMC.
Following retirement,
he served as pastor of
Parks Chapel UMC.

Henderson is sur-
vived by his wife,
Nancy W. Henderson;
daughter Donna
Henderson Locke
and husband Mark
Locke, Collierville; his
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September Open House Month

By Caray FarueR

‘ here once was a boy who believed
I in God. Believed with all his heart.
So he wrote a long. heart-felt note
filled with all the thoughts and questions in
his head. He attached that note to the back of
a bright red kite and flew it info a vast blue
sky. Flew 1t lugh and higher than any kite had
ever flown-he was sure. Then, when it
couldn’t get any higher, he reeled it back in.
Only to discover that his note was gone. And
he collected his kite and ran all the way home.
His heart was filled with a kind of joy he'd
never imagined...because he believed. Now,
that's what I want—to get that feeling back
again Believe . again ™
This message from the people of The

United Methodist Church will be running on
many cable TV and radio stations during the
early weeks of September. Seekers are once
again being invited into our churches—and
they're accepting the invitation to visit in
growing numbers.

According to the most recent trackimg stud-
1es commussioned by Igniting Ministnies, over
half of all people surveyed said they were
willing to attend a United Methodist church—f
they were invited. The study also showed that
awareness of our denomination’s advertising
reached 27%, even higher than awareness of
the Mormon Church. And that awareness
translated into an average 9% increase in first
time attendance in those churches that keep
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Tennessee church bosts ‘Extreme Makeover’ cast

By J. RicearD PEck

ome 300 volunteers clad in blue

“Extreme Makeover: Home

Edition” shirts gathered at Good
Shepherd United Methodist Church in
Hendersonville, Tenn. before beginning
a 106-hour building blitz.

Tv Pennington, hyper host of the
popular ABC television program, told the
July 30 gathering that producers decided
to rebuild the home of Jerrod and Amy
Hawkins after learning how Amy had
saved her two children by shielding them
from falling bricks and timber during an
Apml 7 tornado.

The Hawkins family was not present
at the “Brave Heart Rally.” Program pro-
ducers sent them to Disney World while
their home was being rebuilt. But the
Hawkins neighbors told volunteers how
they found Amy, Jair, 6. and Cole 3,
among the debris of their destroyed
home.

Richard West told the gathering how
a metal building had slammed into his
house, but that the Hawkins™ home had
been completely leveled. He and two

Volunteers board buses at Good Shepherd United Methodist Church in Hendersonville, Tenn.,
before beginning a 106-hour blitz to rebuild the home of Jerrod and Amy Hawkins as part of the

other neighbors found Amy and the chil-  reglity TV program, “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.” The Hawkins' home was destroyed
dren buried in bricks and concrete i gyring an April 7 tornado. Amy Hawkins saved her two children by shielding them from falling
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bricks and timber during the storm. A UMNS photo by Tom Nankervis.
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