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Bidly Take a bite out of crime

YOUTH COUNCIL
RETREATS DESIGN
TEAM TOMEET

The Memphis Con-
ference Youth Council
Retreats Design Team
will meetat 10:00 a.m_
on August 26 at
Northside United
Methodist Church,
2571 North Highland,
Jackson, TN. For in-
formation contact the
Rev. Autura Hamp-
ton at 731-664-8480.

~ Why start new
churches? Which
models work best?
Who makes the best
new church start pas-
tor? Learn six compel-
ling reasons fo start
new churches with
Steve Compton, the
Director of Church
Development in the
North Carolina Con-
ference and author of
Rekindling the Main-
line and New Life
Through New Churches.
The Tuesday, Septem-
ber 19, 9:30 a.m.-4:00
p.m. seminar at
Northside UMC, 2571
N. Highland Avenue,
Jackson, Tenn. is free
and open to everyone.
For information, con-
tact Rev. Joe Moseley
at 731-664-8480.

(Continued on page §4)

By Caray FarMER

urders, robberies and shooting

Mhave shaken the neighborhood

around Lambuth Memorial

United Methodist Church in Jackson, Tenn.

Shaken it so much that members of the

church have taken to the streets to march
against crime.

“T am proud of the group from Lambuth
Memorial that's chosen to join others from
across Jackson in the weekly Crime
Marches,” said the Rev. John Bonson, pas-
tor. “ I have enjoyed getting to know others
who care about our community.

“T have noticed that our marches, how-
ever, are just that — marches,” he confin-
ued. “They remind me of the civil rights
marches of the 60°s and the anti-war rallies
of the late 60°s and 70°s. They consist of a
group of concerned citizens walking down
the street with placards, chanting slogans

National Night Out was especially important to
Lambuth Memorial UMC in Jackson, Tenn. Mul-
tiple murders in the ordinarily quiet neighbor-
hood have rocked the people living near the
church. The congregation invited everyone in

like “Up with Hope, Down with Dope.”
Bonson said the marches are commend-

{Continued on page 44)

the surrounding homes to the church on Au-
gust 1 to ‘take a bite out of crime.’ And a bite out
of hotdogs! (The games were fun too!)

VIM team goes to New Orleans to belp old friend

¢ o God be the glory,” said
Dr. Jim Robertson, “for
what the Lord was able
to accomplish through the efforts
of His people.”

In mid-June, a team of Volun-
teers In Mission traveled to New
Orleans to aid renovation and clean
up efforts at Historic Saint James
A ME. Church. The church, built
in 1844, 15 led by the Rev. Otto
Duncan, formerly of Quinn Chapel
AME. in Paris, TN. The group
of 16 volunteers from different
churches in Paris, McEenzie and
Centerville worked tirelessly for
five days repairing and stripping
church pews, the altar rail and
doors. They cleaned storm dam-
age and trash around the church
and in the surrounding neighbor-
hood of St. James located at 222
N. Romans Street, two blocks be-
low Canal Street.

Formore than a decade, the Rewv.
Otto Duncan was a vital and ac-

tive member of the Paris commu-
nity. In December 2005, he an-
nounced plans fo return to New
Orleans to pastor his home church
which was hard hit by flooding.
He also issued an invitation for
help — the VIM team answered.

“Twas truly overwhelmed with
appreciation for my Pans friends
who came and worked at our
church,” Duncan said of the
team. “My members were very
excited about having them here.
We enjoved fellowship with the
First Methodist team. It was a great
experience.”

The group was able to repair,
sand and strip sixteen pews and
altar rail that had stood in 2.5 feet
of water during Hurricane Katrina.
They are now smooth and ready
to be stained and finished by the
next group coming in. The
grounds were cleared of storm

(Continued on page 4.4)

Dr. David Travis (right) of Paris takes a break from pew repair to
pose with his friend, the Rev. Otto Duncan of Historic St. James
AME Church in New Orleans.
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