kansasAnnual Conferencein Hot
Springs, announced that the com-
pleted audit of the conferencefi-
nance records identified
$254,890.03 had been misused
by Eason between 1999 and
2005. The money was used to
pay Eason’s personal credit card
bills, thebishop said. InApril, the
annual audit of conference fi-
nances revealed discrepancies.
After admitting that he had di-
verted the money, Eason, who
had been treasurer since 1988,
was terminated. No other con-
ference employees were impli-
cated; Eason was acting alone,
according to the audit findings.

Despite the turmoil, the con-
ferenceisnot in afinancial cri-
sis, according to Bishop
Crutchfield.

LAKE JUNALUSKA BROKE
GROUND JULY 2 FOR BETHEA
WELCOME CENTER

Lake Junaluska Conference
and Retreat Center broke ground
Sunday, July 2, for the Joseph
and Shirley Bethea Welcome
Center. The 12,000 square foot
structure will taketen monthsto
construct and will serve as the
Welcome Center and lodging
check-inlocation for the Retreat
Center. Over $1.6 Million was
raised for the building through
donations from over 1000 indi-
viduals, regional businessesand
United Methodist groups, includ-
ing 15 conferences within the
Southeastern Jurisdiction. Ac-
cording to Bishop Lawrence
McCleskey, Western North
CarolinaConference, “Commit-
teeswere organized in the Caro-
linas and over $600,000 was
raised from those three confer-
ences. The other annual confer-
ences in the Southeastern Juris-
diction (including the Memphis
Conference) joinedintoraisean-
other $400,000.”

Joseph Bethea was an Afri-
can-American United Methodist
bishop who served in North
Carolina, South Carolinaand Vir-
ginia. According to Jimmy Carr,
Executive Director of the South-
eastern Jurisdiction, “We are
proud to namethisbuilding after
Joseph and Shirley Bethea. They
were leaders of hospitality and
kindness for The United Meth-
odist Church.” «
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I§§ V CACE  continued

Jesus, we will reap the harvest.
James reminds us that, “A har-
vest of righteousnessissownin
peace for those who make
peace.” James 3:18.

L eading the Study Groupswiill
be Mrs. Babbie Wray, the Rev.
Sharon Lewis-Karamoko, Dr.
Solomon and Sarojini Christian,
the Rev. Roger Hopson, and the
Rev. Michael Blake. Leading the
Youth and Children Studieswill
beMrs. SandraMauney and Mr.
LeeVinson.

Shalom-Peace-Salaam:
Peace in the Bible and in
Our Time

Mrs. Bobbie Wray, from
Kevil, Ky.,isamember of United
Methodist Women of New Lib-
erty UMC. Shehasfivechildren
and nine grandchildren. Bobbie
has held severa offices in the
UMW (president, vice-president
in the Paducah District) andisa
Sunday school teacher. She has
been aUMW Conference Team
member, song leader and pianist
for prior CMEEsand aso for the
Prayer Retreat at Lakeshore.
Baobbie is an organist and choir
director. She has a Bachelor of
Music Education, Master of Arts
from Murray State.

The Rev. Sharon Lewis-
Karamoko was born in
Kankakes, 11., thedaughter of the
Rev. and Mrs. Jesse Martin. She
is the proud mother of two and
has two wonderful grandchil-
dren. Sharon is an ordained el-
der in the United Methodist
Church and is presently serving
astheMemphis-McKendree Dis-
trict Superintendent. Sheis cur-
rently attending the Interdenomi-
national Center (ITC) inAtlanta
pursuing a Doctorate of Minis-
try degree in Pastoral Counsel-
ing. She received a Master of
Divinity from Memphis Theologi-
cal Seminary. Her Bachelor of
Science degree from Eastern |-
linoisUniversity isinthefield of
social work.

India and Pakistan

Dr. Solomon Christian and
Sargjini (Sara) Christian were
born, reared and educated in In-
dia. In the late 1970s, they im-
migrated to the United States.
Solomon is a dentist and Sara
workswith Memphis City School
System. They have two chil-
dren.

Saraand Solomon haveasolid
Methodist heritage. The family
belongs to Good Shepherd
United Methodist Church where
Sara serves on the Lay Leader-
ship Committee and as local

UMW treasurer. Solomon pro-
videsleadership at variouslevels
of the church. He is a member
of the Asbury District Program
Ministries Team. He was a
founder of the SEJMedical Fel-
lowship and the UM Fellowship
of Health Care Volunteers of the
General Board of Global Minis-
tries. Hewas elected as an alter-
natedel egatefor General Confer-
encesin 2000 and 2004. Hewas
elected by Genera Conferenceas
First Lay Alternate Member of the
Judicial Council of the UMC in
2004.

Globalization: Its Impact
in Our Lives
TheRev. Michael Blakewas
born in Chicago. His family
moved to West Tennesseeto his
great grandfather’s farm just
outside Martin, Tenn. Heand his
three brotherswereraised onthe
cattle farm. The family joined
Freeman’s Chapel UMC where
he developed an understanding
of God through loving people.
Michael attended the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Martin,
studying Liberal Arts and Me-
chanical Engineering. Hejoined
the Navy, serving as a Jet Me-
chanicin Naval Aviation. During
histimein the Navy, he discov-
ered apersonal relationship with
God through Christ. Hispersona
journey took him to Oral Rob-
erts University where he earned
a degree in Old Testament and
Master of Divinity. Michagl isan
elder of the United Methodist
Church. He now serves as the
Executive Director of Reelfoot
Rural Ministries, Inc. He has
served on the Paducah District
Board of Trustees, Stewardship
Committee, andispresently trea-
surer of the Memphis Confer-
ence Relief Association. Michael
has led and assisted in various
Volunteers in Mission trips to
Mississippi, Alaska, Japan, Rus-
sia Africaandloca missions. He
has traveled to Israel, Egypt,
Greece and, soon, Ireland.
TheRev. Roger Hopsonisa
native of Savannah, Tenn. andis
presently Coordinator of Pro-
gram Ministriesfor the Memphis
Conference. He graduated from
U.T. Martin with a Bachelor of
Science in Education. He re-
ceived his Master of Divinity
(with honors) a the Interdenomi-
national Theological Center. He
is a recipient of the Isaac R.
Clark Preaching Award, Crusade
Scholar, islisted in Outstanding
Young Men, and isamember of
OmegaPsi Phi Fraternity.
Hisaccomplishmentsinclude

teaching school at Dyer County
High; he'saformer columnist for
the Metro Forum newspaper in
Jackson, Tenn.; he served as pas-
tor to Wiley’s Chapel-New Hope-
St. Paul United Methodist
churchesintheParisDistrict; he
served as Associate Director of
the Memphis Conference Coun-
cil on Ministries; wasadelegate
to General Conferencein 1996,
2000 and 2004; adelegateto the
World Methodist Conferencein
Rio de Janeiro; served as Theo-
logian-in-Residence at the Min-
isterid Recruitment Institute, East
Ohio Conference; was confer-
ence preacher for the Memphis
Conferencein 2001; and served
as Paris District Superintendent.
Heismarriedto Dr. CynthiaBond
Hopson and they have two chil-
dren.

Youth and Children Study

Mrs. Sandra Mauney is a
member of St. Paul UMC and
retired as volunteer Christian
Education Director. She serves
as Sunday school superintendent
and leads the Disciple program.
Sandrais President of Memphis
Asbury United Methodist
Women. She has served as Dis-
trict Education Interpretation
Coordinator and Conference
Dean of CMEE. Sheis married
to C. Richard Mauney and the
mother of adaughter and grand-
son.

Mr. Lee Vinson is from the
Paducah District and is amem-
ber of Dexter-Hardin UMC. As
an active member of hischurch,
he works with Youth and Chil-
dren Ministries. Lee led the
children’s study in 2005. He's
married to Maria Vinson and is
thefather of five children.

Registrationisfrom 4.00-6:00
PM on Thursday, July 20, inthe
Carney Johnston Dorm, Room
111. Dinner on Thursday isfrom
6:00-7:00 PM. The Gathering
will beginat 7:00 PM inthe Jack
MorrisBallroom. Thefirst class
sessionis Thursday night at 8:15
PM. You may purchase needed
books in the Book Room at
CMEE.

Registration fees are: Full-
time, $80. Child-full-time, $75.
Commuter, $25 plus meals.
Child-commuter, $20 plusmeals.
Breakfasts are $5.00, Lunches,
$6.00, and dinners, $7.00.
(Scholarships are available
through District Presidents). All
checks are to be made payable
to Memphis Conference. Mail to
LindaAkers, 1001 Ables Road,
Cottage Grove, TN 38224. For
information, call 731-782-3656.¢
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Katrina
bracelets

support
rebuilding

UM churches
& ministries

s a symbol of
continued
solidarity and

commitment to the Gulf
Coast communities devas-
tated by Hurricane Katrina,
United M ethodists can wear
special bracelets featuring
the Katrina Church Recov-
ery Appedl ogo, “ Rebuilding
churchesand communities.”

Money from purchases of
the maroon wristbands will
support the appeal made by
the bishops of the United
Methodist Church. The
Bishops Appeal mobilizes
church members to partici-
pate in long-term recovery
effortsin the region devas-
tated by Katrinalast summer.

With members scattered
and buildings destroyed,
many churches in the af-
fected areasare still seeking
the assistance of caring
United Methodiststorestore
their mission and ministries.

The appeal focuses on
the needs of clergy, church
staff and mission person-
nel inthe affected areasand
on the United Methodist fa-
cilities—churches, retreat
centers, urban ministries,
retirement facilities and
mission centers—that were
severely damaged or de-
stroyed. Many were under-
insured, with insufficient
coverage for damagedueto
rising water.

Wristbands can be pur-
chased in packagesof 25 for
$50 by calling toll free (888)
346-3862 or online at
WwWw.umc.org/
churchrecovery.

Churches are invited to
sell the bracelets to raise
fundsfor mission projectsor
their other efforts to con-
tinue rebuilding churches
and communities.

In addition to purchasing
bracelets, contributions to
the Katrina Church Recov-
ery Appeal can aso be made
online via credit card or
through local church offer-
ings labeled “Bishops Ap-
peal 818-001.” «
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ePart timeMusic Di-
rector: Browns
UMC, Jackson.
Wednesdays, 7:30
PM, Sundays, 10
AM. Specia music
during year. Sdary
based on experi-
ence. Resumes:
CharlesBingham,
181 McLeary Rd.,
Jackson, TN 38305.

UNION CITY FIRSTUMC
WILL CELEBRATE 150
On July 16, Union
City’'s First United
Methodist Church will
celebrateits 150th An-
niversary. Dr. David
Russ4ll, senior pastor,
said, “We will have a
Homecoming Sunday
on July 16 with fel-
lowship time at 9:45
AM.., worship at
10:50 with Dr. Joe
Piercey Sr. preach-
ing. Therewill bedin-
ner onthegroundsfol-
lowed at 1:30 PM.
with a gospel concert
by The Hoppers, ana-
tionally known group
from North Carolina.
All eventsarefreeand
opento thepublic.”

FORMER ARKANSAS
TREASURER MAKES
FULL RESTITUTION
OF CHURCH FUNDS
According to are-
port filed by Jane
Dennis, editor of the
Arkansas United
Methodist, former Ar-
kansas Conference
Treasurer Joe D.
Eason admitted divert-
ing church funds for
his personal use.
Thosefundshave now
beenrepaidinfull.
Bishop CharlesN.
Crutchfield, in his
June 12 Episcopa Ad-
dress at the 2006 Ar-

(Continued on page 8A)
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2006 Christian Mission Education Event
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Event scheduled
for July 20-22 at
Lambuth University
in Jackson, Tenn.

Study Group Leaders

By EARLENE GLADNEY, DEAN
Christian Mission Education Event

h | leavewithyou; my

eace | give to you.”

These are words Jesus

communicated to us through the

Gospel of John. How have we

used the gift of peace that Jesus
gaveus?

At a time when most of the
world isinvolved in war or con-
flict, it is imperative that we, as
followers of Jesus Christ, find ev-
ery opportunity to share and pro-
mote peace.

I's peace an anti-war move-
ment? Not exclusively. The stud-
iesfor thisyear at the United Meth-
odist Women's Christian Mission
Education Event (Shalom-Peace-
Salaam; Peaceinthe Bibleandin
Our Time; India/Pakistan; and Glo-
balization: Its Impact on Our
Lives) will challengeustolook at
what peace means for each of us
asmembersof the global commu-
nity, as people of Indiaand Paki-
stan, and as members of different
religiousgroups.

We come in peace to explore
our role as Christian members of
society and to be God'switnesses
to the ends of the earth.

The 2006 United Methodist
Women's Christian Mission Edu-
cation Event will be at Lambuth
University on July 20-22.

As we fulfill the teaching of

The Rev. Roger Hopson: Rev. Sharon Lewis-Karamoko: The Rev. Michael Blake:
“Globalization: Its Impact in “Shalom—Peace—Salaam: Peace “Globalization: Its Impact in
Our Lives.” in the Bible and In Our Time.” Our Lives.”

Mrs. Bobbie Wray:
“Shalom—Peace—-Salaam: Peace
in the Bible and In Our Time.”

“India and Pakistan.”

Youth and Children’s Studies by Mrs. Sandra Mauney and Mr. Lee Vinson:
“India and Pakistan” and “Shalom—Peace—Salaam: Peace in the Bible and in Our Time.”

(Continued on page 8A)
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