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C
hristian M

ission E
ducation E

vent

P
eace I leave w

ith you; m
y

peace I give to you.”
T

hese are w
ords Jesus

com
m

unicated to us through the
G

ospel of John. H
ow

 have w
e

used the gift of peace that Jesus
gave us?

A
t a tim

e w
hen m

ost of the
w

orld is involved in w
ar or con-

flict, it is im
perative that w

e, as
follow

ers of Jesus C
hrist, find ev-

ery opportunity to share and pro-
m

ote peace.
Is peace an anti-w

ar m
ove-

m
ent? N

ot exclusively. T
he stud-

ies for this year at the U
nited M

eth-
odist W

om
en’s C

hristian M
ission

E
ducation E

vent (Shalom
-Peace-

Salaam
; Peace in the B

ible and in
O

ur T
im

e; India/Pakistan;  and G
lo-

balization: Its Im
pact on O

ur
L

ives) w
ill challenge us to look at

w
hat peace m

eans for each of us
as m

em
bers of the global com

m
u-

nity, as people of India and Paki-
stan, and as m

em
bers of different

religious groups.
W

e com
e in peace to explore

our role as C
hristian m

em
bers of

society and to be G
od’s w

itnesses
to the ends of the earth.

T
he 2006 U

nited M
ethodist

W
om

en’s C
hristian M

ission E
du-

cation E
vent w

ill be at L
am

buth
U

niversity on July 20-22.
A

s w
e fulfill the teaching of

T
h

e R
ev. R

o
g

er H
o

p
so

n
:

“G
lo

b
alizatio

n
: Its Im

p
act in

O
u

r L
ives.”

R
ev. S

haron Lew
is-K

aram
oko:

“S
halom

–P
eace–S

alaam
:  P

eace
in the B

ible and In O
ur Tim

e.”

T
h

e R
ev. M

ich
ael B

lake:
“G

lo
b

alizatio
n

: Its Im
p

act in
O

u
r L

ives.”

D
r. S

o
lo

m
o

n
 an

d
 S

aro
jin

i (S
ara) C

h
ristian

:
“In

d
ia an

d
 P

akistan
.”

Stu
d

y G
rou

p
 L

ea
d

ers

‘

P
O

S
ITIO

N
 A

VA
ILA

B
LE

•P
art tim

e M
usic D

i-
rector: B

row
n

s
U

M
C

, Jack
son

.
W

ednesdays, 7:30
P

M
, S

undays, 10
A

M
. Special m

usic
during year. Salary
based on experi-
ence. 

R
esum

es:
C

harles B
ingham

,
181 M

cL
eary R

d.,
Jackson, T

N
 38305.

U
N

IO
N

 C
ITY

 FIR
S

T U
M

C
W

ILL C
E

LE
B

R
A

TE
 150

O
n July 16, U

nion
C

ity’s F
irst U

nited
M

ethodist C
hurch w

ill
celebrate its 150th A

n-
niversary. D

r. D
avid

R
ussell, senior pastor,

said, “W
e w

ill have a
H

om
ecom

ing Sunday
on July 16 w

ith fel-
low

ship tim
e at 9:45

A
M

.., 
w

o
rsh

ip
 

at
10:50 w

ith D
r. Joe

P
iercey S

r. preach-
ing. T

here w
ill be din-

ner on the grounds fol-
low

ed at 1:30 P
M

.
w

ith a gospel concert
by T

he H
oppers, a na-

tionally know
n group

from
 N

orth C
arolina.

A
ll events are free and

open to the public.”

FO
R

M
E

R
 A

R
K

A
N

S
A

S
TR

E
A

S
U

R
E

R
 M

A
K

E
S

FU
LL R

E
S

TITU
TIO

N
O

F C
H

U
R

C
H

 FU
N

D
S

A
ccording to a re-

port filed by Jan
e

D
ennis, editor of the

A
rka

n
sa

s 
U

n
ited

M
ethodist, form

er A
r-

kansas C
onference

T
reasu

rer 
Joe 

D
.

E
ason adm

itted divert-
ing church funds for
h

is 
p

erso
n

al 
u

se.
T

hose funds have now
been repaid in full.

B
ishop C

harles N
.

C
ru

tch
field

, in his
June 12 E

piscopal A
d-

dress at the 2006 A
r-

M
rs. B

o
b

b
ie W

ray:
“S

halom
–P

eace–S
alaam

: P
eace

in the B
ible and In O

ur Tim
e.”

Y
o

u
th

 an
d

 C
h

ild
ren

’s S
tu

d
ies b

y M
rs. S

an
d

ra M
au

n
ey an

d
 M

r. L
ee V

in
so

n
:

“In
d

ia an
d

 P
akistan

” an
d

 “S
h

alo
m

–P
eace–S

alaam
: P

eace in
 th

e B
ib

le an
d

 in
 O

u
r T

im
e.”

(C
ontinued on page 8A

)

(C
ontinued on page 8A

)

A
s a sy

m
b

o
l o

f
c

o
n

t
i

n
u

e
d

so
lid

arity
 

an
d

com
m

itm
ent to the G

ulf
C

oast com
m

unities devas-
tated by H

urricane K
atrina,

U
nited M

ethodists can w
ear

special bracelets featuring
the K

atrina C
hurch R

ecov-
ery A

ppeal logo, “R
ebuilding

churches and com
m

unities.”
M

oney from
 purchases of

the m
aroon w

ristbands w
ill

support the appeal m
ade by

the bishops of the U
nited

M
eth

o
d

ist C
h

u
rch

. T
h

e
B

ishops’ A
ppeal m

obilizes
church m

em
bers to partici-

pate in long-term
 recovery

efforts in the region devas-
tated by K

atrina last sum
m

er.
W

ith m
em

bers scattered
and buildings destroyed,
m

any churches in the af-
fected areas are still seeking
the assistance of caring
U

nited M
ethodists to restore

their m
ission and m

inistries.
T

he appeal focuses on
the needs of clergy, church
staff and m

ission person-
nel in the affected areas and
on the U

nited M
ethodist fa-

cilities—
churches, retreat

centers, urban m
inistries,

retirem
ent facilities and

m
ission centers—

that w
ere

severely dam
aged or de-

stroyed. M
any w

ere under-
insured, w

ith insufficient
coverage for dam

age due to
rising w

ater.
W

ristbands can be pur-
chased in packages of 25 for
$50 by calling toll free (888)
3

4
6

-3
8

6
2

 
o

r 
o

n
lin

e 
at

w
w

w
.

u
m

c
.

o
r

g
/

churchrecovery.
C

hurches are invited to
sell the bracelets to raise
funds for m

ission projects or
their other efforts to con-
tinue rebuilding churches
and com

m
unities.

In addition to purchasing
bracelets, contributions to
the K

atrina C
hurch R

ecov-
ery A

ppeal can also be m
ade

online via credit card or
through local church offer-
ings labeled “B

ishops’ A
p-

peal 818-001.” •

K
atrin

a
b

racelets
su

p
p

ort
reb

u
ild

in
g

U
M

 ch
u
rch

es
&

 m
in

istries

E
v

en
t sch

ed
u

led
for Ju

ly 20-22 a
t

L
am

b
u

th
 U

n
iv

ersity

in
 Ja

ck
son

, T
en

n
.

Jesus, w
e w

ill reap the harvest.
Jam

es rem
inds us that, “A

 har-
vest of righteousness is sow

n in
p

eace fo
r th

o
se w

h
o

 m
ak

e
peace.” Jam

es 3:18.
L

eading the Study G
roups w

ill
be M

rs. B
obbie W

ray, the R
ev.

S
haron L

ew
is-K

aram
oko, D

r.
Solom

on and Sarojini C
hristian,

the R
ev. R

oger H
opson, and the

R
ev. M

ichael B
lake. L

eading the
Y

outh and C
hildren Studies w

ill
be M

rs. Sandra M
auney and M

r.
L

ee V
inson.

S
h

alo
m

–P
eace–S

alaam
:

P
eace in

 th
e B

ib
le an

d
 in

O
u

r T
im

e
M

rs. B
ob

b
ie W

ray, from
K

evil, K
y., is a m

em
ber of U

nited
M

ethodist W
om

en of N
ew

 L
ib-

erty U
M

C
. She has five children

and nine grandchildren. B
obbie

has held several offices in the
U

M
W

 (president, vice-president
in the Paducah D

istrict) and is a
Sunday school teacher. She has
been a U

M
W

 C
onference Team

m
em

ber, song leader and pianist
for prior C

M
E

E
s and also for the

P
rayer R

etreat at L
akeshore.

B
obbie is an organist and choir

director. She has a B
achelor of

M
usic E

ducation, M
aster of A

rts
from

 M
urray State.

T
h

e R
ev. S

h
aron

 L
ew

is-
K

aram
ok

o
 

w
as 

b
o

rn
 

in
K

ankakee, Ill., the daughter of the
R

ev. and M
rs. Jesse M

artin. She
is the proud m

other of tw
o and

has tw
o w

onderful grandchil-
dren. Sharon is an ordained el-
der in the U

nited M
ethodist

C
hurch and is presently serving

as the M
em

phis-M
cK

endree D
is-

trict Superintendent. She is cur-
rently attending the Interdenom

i-
national C

enter (IT
C

) in A
tlanta

pursuing a D
octorate of M

inis-
try degree in Pastoral C

ounsel-
ing. S

he received a M
aster of

D
ivinity from

 M
em

phis T
heologi-

cal Sem
inary. H

er B
achelor of

Science degree from
 E

astern Il-
linois U

niversity is in the field of
social w

ork.

In
d

ia an
d

 P
akistan

D
r. Solom

on C
hristian

 and
Sarojini (Sara) C

hristian w
ere

born, reared and educated in In-
dia. In the late 1970s, they im

-
m

igrated to the U
nited S

tates.
S

olom
on is a dentist and S

ara
w

orks w
ith M

em
phis C

ity School
S

ystem
. T

hey have tw
o chil-

dren.
Sara and Solom

on have a solid
M

ethodist heritage. T
he fam

ily
b

elo
n

g
s to

 G
o

o
d

 S
h

ep
h

erd
U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch w
here

Sara serves on the L
ay L

eader-
ship C

om
m

ittee and as local

kansas A
nnual C

onference in H
ot

Springs, announced that the com
-

pleted audit of the conference fi-
n

an
ce 

reco
rd

s 
id

en
tified

$254,890.03 had been m
isused

by E
ason betw

een 1999 and
2005. T

he m
oney w

as used to
pay E

ason’s personal credit card
bills, the bishop said. In A

pril, the
annual audit of conference fi-
nances revealed discrepancies.
A

fter adm
itting that he had di-

verted the m
oney, E

ason, w
ho

had been treasurer since 1988,
w

as term
inated. N

o other con-
ference em

ployees w
ere im

pli-
cated; E

ason w
as acting alone,

according to the audit findings.
D

espite the turm
oil, the con-

ference is not in a financial cri-
sis, 

acco
rd

in
g

 
to

 
B

ish
o

p
C

rutchfield.
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 2 FO

R
 B

E
TH

E
A

W
E

LC
O

M
E

 C
E

N
TE

R
L

ake Junaluska C
onference

and R
etreat C

enter broke ground
Sunday, July 2, for the Joseph
and Shirley B

ethea W
elcom

e
C

enter. T
he 12,000 square foot

structure w
ill take ten m

onths to
construct and w

ill serve as the
W

elcom
e C

enter and lodging
check-in location for the R

etreat
C

enter. O
ver $1.6 M

illion w
as

raised for the building through
donations from

 over 1000 indi-
viduals, regional businesses and
U

nited M
ethodist groups, includ-

ing 15 conferences w
ithin the

S
outheastern Jurisdiction. A

c-
cording to B

ishop L
aw

rence
M

cC
lesk

ey, W
estern N

orth
C

arolina C
onference,  “C

om
m

it-
tees w

ere organized in the C
aro-

linas and over $600,000 w
as

raised from
 those three confer-

ences. T
he other annual confer-

ences in the Southeastern Juris-
diction (including the M

em
phis

C
onference) joined in to raise an-

other $400,000.”
Joseph B

ethea w
as an A

fri-
can-A

m
erican U

nited M
ethodist

bishop w
ho served in N

orth
C

arolina, South C
arolina and V

ir-
ginia. A

ccording to Jim
m

y C
arr,

E
xecutive D

irector of the South-
eastern Jurisdiction, “W

e are
proud to nam

e this building after
Joseph and Shirley B

ethea. T
hey

w
ere leaders of hospitality and

kindness for T
he U

nited M
eth-

odist C
hurch.” •

H
arvestin

g Peace
con

tin
u

ed

U
M

W
 treasurer. Solom

on pro-
vides leadership at various levels
of the church. H

e is a m
em

ber
of the A

sbury D
istrict Program

M
in

istries T
eam

. H
e w

as a
founder of the SE

J M
edical Fel-

low
ship and the U

M
 Fellow

ship
of H

ealth C
are V

olunteers of the
G

eneral B
oard of G

lobal M
inis-

tries. H
e w

as elected as an alter-
nate delegate for G

eneral C
onfer-

ences in 2000 and 2004. H
e w

as
elected by G

eneral C
onference as

First L
ay A

lternate M
em

ber of the
Judicial C

ouncil of the U
M

C
 in

2004.

G
lo

b
alizatio

n
: Its Im

p
act

in
 O

u
r L

ives
T

he R
ev. M

ichael B
lake w

as
born in C

hicago. H
is fam

ily
m

oved to W
est Tennessee to his

great grandfather’s farm
 just

outside M
artin, Tenn. H

e and his
three brothers w

ere raised on the
cattle farm

. T
he fam

ily joined
Freem

an’s C
hapel U

M
C

 w
here

he developed an understanding
of G

od through loving people.
M

ichael attended the U
niver-

sity of T
ennessee at M

artin,
studying L

iberal A
rts and M

e-
chanical E

ngineering. H
e joined

the N
avy, serving as a Jet M

e-
chanic in N

aval A
viation. D

uring
his tim

e in the N
avy, he discov-

ered a personal relationship w
ith

G
od through C

hrist. H
is personal

journey took him
 to O

ral R
ob-

erts U
niversity w

here he earned
a degree in O

ld Testam
ent and

M
aster of D

ivinity. M
ichael is an

elder of the U
nited M

ethodist
C

hurch. H
e now

 serves as the
E

xecutive D
irector of R

eelfoot
R

ural M
inistries, Inc. H

e has
served on the Paducah D

istrict
B

oard of T
rustees, Stew

ardship
C

om
m

ittee, and is presently trea-
surer of the M

em
phis C

onfer-
ence R

elief A
ssociation. M

ichael
has led and assisted in various
V

olunteers in M
ission trips to

M
ississippi, A

laska, Japan, R
us-

sia, A
frica and local m

issions. H
e

has traveled to Israel, E
gypt,

G
reece and, soon, Ireland.
T

he R
ev. R

oger H
opson is a

native of Savannah, Tenn. and is
presently C

oordinator of P
ro-

gram
 M

inistries for the M
em

phis
C

onference. H
e graduated from

U
.T. M

artin w
ith a B

achelor of
S

cience in E
ducation. H

e re-
ceived his M

aster of D
ivinity

(w
ith honors) at the Interdenom

i-
national T

heological C
enter. H

e
is a recipient of the Isaac R

.
C

lark Preaching A
w

ard, C
rusade

Scholar, is listed in O
utstanding

Y
oung M

en, and is a m
em

ber of
O

m
ega Psi Phi Fraternity.

H
is accom

plishm
ents include

teaching school at D
yer C

ounty
H

igh; he’s a form
er colum

nist for
the M

etro Forum
 new

spaper in
Jackson, Tenn.; he served as pas-
tor to W

iley’s C
hapel-N

ew
 H

ope-
S

t. P
au

l U
n

ited
 M

eth
o

d
ist

churches in the Paris D
istrict; he

served as A
ssociate D

irector of
the M

em
phis C

onference C
oun-

cil on M
inistries; w

as a delegate
to G

eneral C
onference in 1996,

2000 and 2004; a delegate to the
W

orld M
ethodist C

onference in
R

io de Janeiro; served as T
heo-

logian-in-R
esidence at the M

in-
isterial R

ecruitm
ent Institute, E

ast
O

hio C
onference; w

as confer-
ence preacher for the M

em
phis

C
onference in 2001; and served

as Paris D
istrict Superintendent.

H
e is m

arried to D
r. C

ynthia B
ond

H
opson and they have tw

o chil-
dren.

Yo
u

th
 an

d
 C

h
ild

ren
 S

tu
d

y
M

rs. Sandra M
auney is a

m
em

ber of St. Paul U
M

C
 and

retired as volunteer C
hristian

E
ducation D

irector. She serves
as Sunday school superintendent
and leads the D

isciple program
.

Sandra is President of M
em

phis
A

sb
u

ry
 

U
n

ited
 

M
eth

o
d

ist
W

om
en. She has served as D

is-
trict E

ducation Interpretation
C

oordinator and C
onference

D
ean of C

M
E

E
. She is m

arried
to C

. R
ichard M

auney and the
m

other of a daughter and grand-
son.M

r. L
ee V

inson is from
 the

Paducah D
istrict and is a m

em
-

ber of D
exter-H

ardin U
M

C
. A

s
an active m

em
ber of his church,

he w
orks w

ith Y
outh and C

hil-
dren M

inistries. L
ee led the

children’s study in 2005. H
e’s

m
arried to M

aria V
inson and is

the father of five children.
R

egistration is from
 4:00-6:00

PM
 on T

hursday, July 20, in the
C

arney Johnston D
orm

, R
oom

111. D
inner on T

hursday is from
6:00-7:00 P

M
. T

he G
athering

w
ill begin at 7:00 PM

 in the Jack
M

orris B
allroom

. T
he first class

session is T
hursday night at 8:15

PM
. Y

ou m
ay purchase needed

books in the B
ook R

oom
 at

C
M

E
E

.
R

egistration fees are: F
ull-

tim
e, $80. C

hild-full-tim
e, $75.

C
om

m
uter, $25 plus m

eals.
C

hild-com
m

uter, $20 plus m
eals.

B
reakfasts are $5.00, L

unches,
$

6
.0

0
, an

d
 d

in
n

ers, $
7

.0
0

.
(S

ch
o

larsh
ip

s are av
ailab

le
through D

istrict Presidents). A
ll

checks are to be m
ade payable

to M
em

phis C
onference. M

ail to
L

inda A
kers, 1001 A

bles R
oad,

C
ottage G

rove, T
N

 38224. For
inform

ation, call 731-782-3656.•
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