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P
O

R
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R
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O
W

A
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B
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N
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E
Y

our conference
new

spaper, the M
em

-
p

h
is 

C
o

n
feren

ce
U

nited M
ethodist R

e-
porter, is available
online in pdf form

at at
w

w
w

.m
e

m
p

h
is-

um
c.org.  A

ll issues of
the R

eporter are now
available for view

ing
w

ith the latest version
of A

dobe R
eader. Y

ou
m

ay dow
nload A

dobe
R

eader on the confer-
ence w

ebsite. For tips
on view

ing the R
e-

porter, click R
eporter.

C
A

M
P

 S
C

H
O
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R

S
H
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U
N

D
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 FO
R
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S
W
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 LO
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 IN

C
O

M
E

L
akeshore A

ssem
-

bly, M
em

phis C
onfer-

ence S
um

m
er C

am
p

and R
etreat C

enter, is
asking local churches
to take a C

om
m

union
O

ffering on a Sunday
d

esig
n

ated
 b

y
 th

e
ch

u
rch

 
as 

C
am

p
S

cholarship S
unday.

E
very penny of the

m
oney collected w

ill
go to cam

p scholar-
ship for children and
youth from

 low
 in-

com
e fam

ilies. B
ulletin

in
serts 

h
av

e 
b

een
m

ailed to churches.

P
O

S
ITIO

N
 A

VA
ILA

B
LE

• P
art-tim

e C
hoir

D
irector: C

alvert
C

ity U
M

C
, C

alvert
C

ity, K
y. T

he suc-
cessful candidate w

ill
give 10 – 15 hours per
w

eek selecting m
usic

for the Sunday m
orn-

ing w
orship service,

choosing anthem
s and

developing a youth and
children’s choir. Send
resum

e to: C
alvert C

ity
U

M
C

, 
A

ttn. 
R

ev.
R

on
n

ie P
eck

, P.O
.

B
ox 128, C

alvert C
ity,

K
Y

 42029

B
y C

A
T

H
Y F

A
R

M
E

R

I
 w

as shocked and surprised
to

 receiv
e a call fro

m
B

ishop W
ills inviting m

e to
serve on the cabinet,” said the R

ev.
Stan W

aldon, senior pastor of First
U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch in U
nion

C
ity, Tenn.
“I am

 honored that B
ishop W

ills
and m

y colleagues on the cabinet
felt m

e w
orthy and capable of this

assignm
ent. I’ll do m

y best to ful-
fill the responsibilities of the assign-
m

ent w
ith G

od being m
y guide.”

W
aldon, w

hose hom
e church is

B
andana U

nited M
ethodist in W

est-
ern K

entucky, has served in the
M

em
phis C

onference for 31 years.
H

e began his m
inistry in 1975 af-

ter graduating from
 L

am
buth U

ni-
versity in ‘74.  H

e graduated from
V

anderbilt D
ivinity School in 1978.

O
ver the ensuing years, W

aldon

has served churches in both K
en-

tucky and T
ennessee: P

leasant
G

rove in M
arshall C

ounty, K
y.; as

A
ssociate M

inister at D
ickson First

U
nited M

ethodist in the Tennessee

W
a
ld

o
n

 n
a
m

e
d

 D
ye

rsb
u

rg
 D

.S
.

C
onference; the C

linton C
ircuit;

First U
nited M

ethodist in G
leason,

T
enn.; S

t. M
ark’s U

M
C

 in the
M

cK
endree D

istrict, First U
nited

M
ethodist in C

linton, K
y.; First

U
nited M

ethodist in B
row

nsville,
Tenn., and m

ost recently, U
nion

C
ity

 F
irst U

n
ited

 M
eth

o
d

ist
C

hurch.
In addition, W

aldon participated
in tw

o pulpit exchanges to E
n-

gland–one to C
hester and the other

to L
ondon w

here he attended the
B

ritish M
ethodist A

nnual C
onfer-

ence.
O

ver the years, W
aldon has

joined four V
olunteers in M

ission
team

s– tw
o to Indian reservations,

one to L
ouisiana to help K

atrina
survivors recover, and one to help
build an orphanage in L

eon, N
ica-

ragua.
H

e holds several conference
positions: he’s a m

em
ber of the

‘
B

oard of O
rdained M

inistry, serves
on the Program

 M
inistry team

 as
C

onference C
hair of Stew

ardship,
and has been C

ouncil on M
inistries

chair of both the B
row

nsville and
Paducah D

istricts.
“I feel I know

 how
 to be a pas-

tor of a local church,” W
aldon said.

“H
ow

ever, I’m
 not sure I can fully

know
 and appreciate at this tim

e
the m

inistry of the superinten-
dency. I ask for the prayers of
everyone.”

W
aldon, stressing the strong

need  of co-m
inistry betw

een
clergy and laity, added, “I’m

  look-
ing forw

ard to w
orking w

ith the
laity and clergy of the D

yersburg
D

istrict as w
e do ‘K

ingdom
 B

uild-
ing’ together.”

H
e’s 

m
arried

 
to

 
M

arily
n

M
cC

arty W
aldon, an E

arly C
hild-

hood S
pecialist E

ducator. T
hey

have one son, E
ric A

lan W
aldon.•

T
h

e R
ev. S

tan
 W

ald
o

n

500 m
en

 jam
 A

rch
er’s C

h
ap

el for an
n

u
al F

ish
 F

ry

F
R

O
G

 JU
M

P, Tenn. – A
 little box w

rapped in brow
n paper

w
ith w

arning stickers on the sides saying, “D
o N

ot
D

isturb” and “D
o N

ot S
hake” started vibrating and

bouncing all over the place as soon as B
ishop D

ick W
ills set it

dow
n on the pulpit at A

rcher’s C
hapel U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch.
T

he 500 m
en jam

m
ing the sanctuary for the annual M

em
phis

C
onference U

nited M
ethodist M

en’s Fish Fry, could hear a sm
all

voice inside the box plaintively begging, “E
xcuse m

e, excuse m
e,

w
ill you let m

e out of here?”
“W

ill w
hatever is locked inside you ever get out?” B

ishop W
ills

asked the m
en as they w

atched the little brow
n box bounce around.

“O
r w

ill w
e continue to be the C

hurch of the G
reat O

m
ission?”

W
ills w

ent to A
frica on a m

ission trip that transform
ed his life

and his m
inistry. A

s he told the m
en, the “O

w
ner’s M

anual” (the
B

ible) began to take on new
 m

eaning for him
. W

hen he returned to
his Florida congregation, he started asking people in the church to
accept Jesus C

hrist as their L
ord and Savior. It m

ade them
 angry.

“W
ell, if you’ve accepted Jesus C

hrist, start proclaim
ing him

 to
others, begin living out the G

reat C
om

m
ission,” W

ills told his church
m

em
bers.

M
any answ

ered, “B
ut m

y faith is a private m
atter!”

“A
nd as a result,” W

ills responded, “85%
 of the local churches in the

U
nited States are in decline. In this country, w

e have becom
e a people

and a church of the G
reat O

m
ission, instead of a people and a church

living out the G
reat C

om
m

ission.”
Fifty percent of the people in Tennessee are not in church, W

ills said.
“I challenge you, as m

en, to becom
e a m

ovem
ent of the H

oly Spirit in

this w
orld. L

et that w
hich is

inside you com
e out.”

W
ills’ serm

on w
as preceded

by the usual outstanding dinner
of fried catfish, hushpuppies,
fren

ch
 

fries, 
w

h
ite 

b
ean

s,
co

rn
b

read
, 

an
d

 
d

electab
le

hom
em

ade desserts prepared by
the ladies of A

rcher’s C
hapel. T

he
m

en of the church spent hours
over hot kettles getting ready for
the record-breaking crow

d.
T

he M
em

phis C
onference

U
nited M

ethodist M
en’s  A

nnual
F

ish F
ry is the second largest

gathering of U
nited M

ethodist
M

en
 

in
 

th
e 

S
o

u
th

eastern
Jurisdiction. •

E
ditor’s note: Inform

ation for
this story w

as provided by D
avid

R
eed.

(C
ontinued on page 8A

)
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e
r’s

C
h

ap
el fo

r th
e an

n
u

al fish
 fry.

C
h
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rch

 b
u

ses cro
w

d
ed

 th
e

p
arkin

g
 lo

t. P
ictu

red
 ab

o
ve are

th
e m

en
 fro

m
 H

u
m

b
o

ld
t F

irst.

(R
ig

h
t) B

ish
o

p
 D

ick W
ills.
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M
ethodists U

nited for P
eace

w
ith Justice is sponsoring a Sept.

28-O
ct. 1 N

ational C
onference

on “B
uilding a W

esleyan T
he-

ology of P
eace for the 21

st C
en-

tury” in San Francisco.  L
ead-

ers include M
u

b
arak

 A
w

ad
,

A
run G

andhi, Jam
es L

aw
son,

and B
ishops R

uediger M
inor

(G
erm

an
y), S

h
aron

 R
ad

er,
B

everly S
h

am
an

a, M
elvin

Talbert, and C
. D

ale W
hite.

T
he registration fee of $200

includes nine m
eals, w

ritten m
a-

terials, participation in all ses-
sions, and a one-year m

em
ber-

ship in M
ethodists U

nited for
P

eace w
ith Justice. A

ny person
under the age of 25 and all full-
tim

e students in U
nited M

ethod-
ist sem

inaries w
ill receive a dis-

counted registration fee of $125.
Students are invited to a pre-

conference dialogue w
hich w

ill
begin w

ith dinner on Sept. 26
 and

end w
ith lunch on Sept. 28. R

eg-
istration for the pre-conference
event is $75. A

 lim
ited num

ber
of travel scholarships are avail-
able. For inform

ation and to reg-
ister, go to w

w
w

.m
upw

j.org/
co

n
feren

ce.h
tm

 o
r w

rite to
T

em
ple U

M
C

, 1111 Junipero
Serra, San Francisco, C

A
 94132

(C
ontinued on page 8A

)

R
o

b
erta L

. “B
erta”

D
ickerson and the

R
ev. H

iram
 H

arrison
w

ill be honored as the 2006
D

enm
an E

vangelism
 A

w
ard

w
inners at the June 4-7 M

em
phis

A
nnual C

onference in Paducah,
K

entucky.
T

he D
enm

an E
vangelism

A
w

ards are in their 26th year.
T

he aw
ards are presented annu-

ally to a U
nited M

ethodist lay
and clergy person in each A

n-
nual C

onference for outstanding
w

ork in C
hristian E

vangelism
.

O
ver those 26 years, 1894 per-

sons have been honored for their
faithfulness in m

aking disciples
of Jesus C

hrist.

R
o

b
erta D

ickerso
n

B
erta D

ickerson has the am
az-

ing ability to start conversations
w

ith strangers.
A

n autom
obile accident left

the w
om

an w
ith the beautiful

reddish gold hair confined to a
w

heel chair, but the physical
challenge strengthened her faith
instead of w

eakening it. S
he’s

quick to introduce her faith to
others in a positive and heart-
w

arm
ing w

ay, sharing the im
-

portance it plays in her life. B
erta

passes out over 100 copies of her
testim

ony every year.
A

 m
em

ber of C
oncord U

nited
M

ethodist C
hurch w

here her
husband, the R

ev. E
arl D

ickerson
is pastor, B

erta is a teacher w
ho

has been co-leading a W
om

en’s
Inspirational Study E

xperience
w

eekly since June of 2004. She
co-leads a college age Sunday
School class, and led 40 D

ays of
Purpose. She serves on the C

on-
cord U

M
C

 E
vangelism

 C
om

m
it-

tee, co-chairs the Paducah D
is-

trict C
om

m
ittee on W

itnessing,
is a C

ertified L
ay Speaker and has

taught B
asic L

ay Speaking.
T

hose w
ho know

 B
erta, know

that she is quick to point out that
evangelism

 is best done by am
a-

teurs and that it is relationally
based and is the w

ill of G
od for

every C
hristian.

T
he fruit of B

erta’s efforts is
seen in the increased num

ber of
people inviting others to her
church.

W
hen B

erta nearly died in the

accident that changed her life, she
w

as a L
icensed Practical N

urse.
Since then, she has received her
R

N
 degree. A

nd that beautiful red
gold hair? B

erta has three tim
es

grow
n it long and donated her

locks to cancer patients.

T
h

e R
ev. H

iram
 H

arriso
n

T
he R

ev. H
iram

 H
arrison has

served M
edina U

nited M
ethodist

C
hurch since 2002, during w

hich
tim

e the church has seen its av-
erage w

orship attendance grow
from

 58 to 140. A
dditionally, he

has brought thirteen people into
M

edina U
M

C
 by Profession of

Faith and 71 by transfer of m
em

-
bership.

H
iram

’s com
m

itm
ent to C

hrist
and his dedication to spreading
the G

ood N
ew

s has revived

D
e
n

m
a
n

 E
va

n
g

e
lism

 A
w

a
rd

s

g
o

 to
 D

ic
k

e
rso

n
 a

n
d

 H
a
rriso

n

F
ish

 F
ry

(C
on

tin
u

ed
 from

 p
a
ge 1A

)

R
o

b
erta “B

erta” D
ickerso

n
H

iram
 H

arriso
n

M
edina U

nited M
ethodist C

hurch.
H

is stated goal is to “fill the
church w

ith people and fill the
people w

ith the spirit of G
od.”

H
e has truly led the church in

M
edina into a new

 era of m
inis-

try and service. H
e has initiated

an active visitation program
w

hich involves lay participation.
H

e is actively training laity, de-
veloping program

s and m
inis-

tries, and praying for both the
present grow

th of the church in
G

od’s kingdom
 and for the fu-

ture pastoral leadership that w
ill

continue to help “fill the church
w

ith people and the people w
ith

the spirit of G
od.”

T
hose w

ho nom
inated H

iram
for the aw

ard said they can hon-
estly say they have seen all the
“Fruits of the Spirit” m

entioned
in G

alatians in H
iram

. “H
e strives

to share w
ith m

em
bers and visi-

tors to our church the joy and
peace that com

es from
 a life dedi-

cated to serving our Savior.
“H

iram
 w

orks very hard to
help cultivate a unity of spirit in
our church,” the nom

ination con-
tinued. “H

e w
ill be an exem

plary
recipient of the D

enm
an A

w
ard

because he lives the life of one
com

m
itted to m

aking disciples of
Jesus C

hrist.”
T

he D
enm

an aw
ards are m

ade
possible by T

he Foundation for
E

vangelism
, w

hich w
as founded

in 1949 by D
r. H

arry D
enm

an, a
distinguished lay evangelist.•

B
y M

IC
H

A
E

L B
L

A
K

E

E
xecutive D

ir., R
eelfoot R

ural M
in.

I
n Psalm

s 9:18, these w
ords

are recorded. “
F

or the
needy shall not alw

ays be
forgotten:  the expectation of the
poor shall not perish forever.”

In January, I received a phone
call fro

m
 B

arb
ara in

 L
ak

e
C

ounty. T
he voice on the other

end of the line w
as deeply con-

cerned. I soon learned that B
ar-

bara and her father had only lived
in the area for about a year, m

ov-
ing from

 one of the northern
states. H

ow
ever, they had al-

ready befriended a sister and
brother on the outskirts of tow

n
nam

ed B
ill and C

arolyn.
B

arbara told m
e B

ill had just
died a w

eek earlier and she w
as

‘T
h

e n
eed

y sh
all n

ot alw
ays b

e forgotten
’

w
orried about C

arolyn’s housing
situation. T

he w
eather had  turned

cold and rainy and the M
ississippi

R
iver sharecropper’s shack had

deteriorated to the extent that B
ill

and C
arolyn had been living on

the enclosed front porch. T
heir

only w
arm

th cam
e from

 a sm
all

heater in the 20 x 10 foot room
,

the w
alls w

ere covered w
ith plas-

tic, tacked-up old coats and blan-
kets.  T

he house had neither run-
ning w

ater nor a bathroom
, and

the short, four-plug electrical
strip accom

m
odated their little

m
icrow

ave, refrigerator, hot plate
and T

V
.  H

idden from
 public view

by a m
atted thicket, it seem

ed
they w

ere forgotten.
U

pon B
ill’s death, com

m
unity

churches discovered the need and
paid the burial expenses for his

funeral.  L
eft w

ith inadequate fi-
nancial m

eans, few
 friends and

now
here to turn for help, grief-

stricken C
arolyn felt a sense of

hopelessness.
B

arbara heard of R
eelfoot

R
ural M

inistries, and in the phone
conversation that cold January
day, she asked if R

R
M

 could as-
sist C

arolyn in som
e w

ay.
B

arbara, our C
om

m
unity Ser-

vice M
anager, a local new

spaper
journalist and I m

et w
ith C

arolyn
right aw

ay in her deteriorating
hom

e. T
hrough B

arbara’s trusted
relationship w

ith her, C
arolyn

now
 lives in com

fortable govern-
m

ent housing. R
eelfoot R

ural
M

inistries provided furniture and
various household item

s. T
he

com
m

unity com
pleted w

hat
R

R
M

 did not have.

O
n her first night’s stay in her

new
 hom

e and seated in the
rocker R

R
M

 gave her, B
arbara

spent the night adm
iring the “pal-

ace” in w
hich she now

 lived. A
kitchen, dining area, living room

,
bedroom

 and bath w
ere m

ore
than she ever dream

ed of hav-
ing.  Since her incom

e w
as very

m
odest, her housing rent w

as
w

aived.
C

arolyn hasn’t forgotten the
kindness of so m

any.  A
lready she

has found friendly neighbors, en-
couraging support from

 a local
ch

u
rch

 th
at sh

e atten
d

s, a
hom

ebound m
eal delivered by

R
eelfoot R

ural M
inistries, and last

w
eek, she attended for the first

tim
e our Senior Program

.  Y
es,

the “
needy shall not alw

ays be
forgotten.” •
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