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Friends are like balloons; once you let them go,uyo

might not get them back.

Can you believe it?
Next month we’ll be
gatherlng at Annual Con-
ference here in JacksoMay 31 -
June 2! It'll provide a special time
for us retirees to gather for
fellowship and food at the annual retirees’ lunaheo
on June 1. We look forward to seeing you!

Join me in thankingoann Mischke [Jackson Area #2]
and Barbara Moorehead [Memphis Area #] for years
of faithful reporting. We also appreciateorraine
Medlin’s reports[Lexington Area] in the past but her
health needs require top priority at the preserttis
leaves a big hole our news reporting. Surely some
of you on their calling lists would consider repogt

in their honor. Call or e-mail me now.

Your Retiree’s Executive Committee has met and
made plans for our annual Retiree’s Retreat at

Lakeshore. See page 18r further details. Please
protect this date: October 6-7. Plan to

attend...you’ll enjoy it!

Remember to refer your family and friends to the on
line color version of this newsletter:

memphis-umc.org.



News From Afar
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We could certainly slow the aging process downtif i
had to work its way through Congress.
- Will Rogers

A Word from our Readers

Dear Carroll:

...l just want to thank you for sending me “News ‘N’
Views.” Itis so great to be able to keep in towdth
the people | worked with for so many years. Asmsoo
as the mail comes, | sit right down and read itrfro
cover to cover.
know if | didn’t have this paper. Please keep me o
your list. Thanks again.

Sincerely,

Ava Jean Wildes

[Editor's note: Ava Jean was a longtime employee the
Conference Treasurer’s Office prior to her retireme She was
an “ever-present help” to so many of us!]

There is so much that | would not
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JACKSON AREA #2
Joann Mischke, Reporter

Marge and Bill Vaughan celebrated Bill's birthday
March 29, and several family members came to take
them to see the production dfeter Panby the
Jackson Ballet Arts group. Marge was very
complimentary of the performance, and it was even
more special becaudeaul and Carolyn Clayton's
granddaughter was a member of the cast.

Jayne Fesmire said she had no special news, but

went on to say their son is

teaching in Japan and his wife

and six month-old baby are

going to join him there right

away. Jayne antVayne's son

David, who lives in Cedar

Grove, has twin daughters who are graduating from
high school this year. One plans to attend Lambuth
and the other Middle Tennessee State. That sounds
like a lot of news to me.

Betty and Tommy Bullock, who are serving Dyer in
retirement, are enjoying their ministry there,
especially since their daughter and youngest
granddaughter live in Dyer. They have celebrated
five family birthdays since Christmas - all in Dyam
February 22. The Bullocks have a large family who
loves to be together. The church has a group of
members who plan events for the church family.
Recently they have had a Valentines party and a St.
Patrick's Day party. This group held Bible School,
and presented a Cantata. It sounds like Betty and
Tommy lead a church with dedicated members and
great Christian fellowship.

Margaret Simons went with
Jackson Madison County
Hospital's Mature Advantage
Club to Chaffin’'s Barn Dinner
Theaterphoto] in Nashville to
seeBarefoot in the Park.She
really enjoyed that trip.
Margaret's daughter from
Cleveland is coming in April,



and her sister from San Diego will be here at traes The only newsFay Garrett had was «431
time. They will also visit Margaret's sister in ea, that her great-grandson, ColtoR=<
and a happy time is expected by all. was one year-old on the 8th of e

April. They are doing fine also. .
Jean Pennywas pleased to tell that her grandson
Travis, Glen and Kathy's son, has answered thecaall Fil and Betty Bostonwere both “under the weather”
the ministry! He will graduate from Lambuth in May so | didn't talk long. Fil said they would be OK.
and plans to attend MTS. Jean said Weldon woulguess they have “a bug” of some kind.
have been so proud of him. Jean's family had their
Christmas dinner in February when they could all b&he Saywells (Robert and Doris)didn't have any
together, and it was wonderful except for missingnews to report, just doing ok.
Weldon.

:" Y' ,,7‘

Carol Craig was home recently. She has just
| made several attempts to contdatk Dickerson  returned from California. She spent 5 days with he
Being unable to reach him, I called the nursingg@ta friend, Debby Vermillion, and 5 days with her son
at Maplewood to check on the number and had Raul. She got to see his new house and said sha ha
confirmed. The nurse safflarah remains about the great time.
same, and that Jack visits her everyday.

| left a message fdBeorgia Ann and Glenn Hill. |
Walter and | recently took a five-night cruise in the have not heard from them yet.
western Caribbean witlheanne and Bill Bailey.

Leanne is librarian at Huntington High School and pray everyone had a wonderful Holy Week and
this was during her Spring break. The ship madEaster. He is Alive!
stops only at Grand Cayman and Cozumel, where we
had blue skies and blue water. Walter is teacling Of all the things you wear, your expression is the
Lenten study for an adult class at FUMC, and | ammost important.
eagerly anticipating spring flower gardening witlr o
puppyKatie. AREA-WIDE # 2
Glenn and Jo Elliott - Reporters

One thing you can give and still keep...is your wor .
Hold on to your hat, here we go again...............

MURRAY AREA NEWS
Jenna Garland — Reporter Jerry and Beverly Hassell Once again, I'm glad for
my quarterly visit with Jerry Hassell. It's always
| am so glad that we all survived the icegood to spend some time with him. Jerry report$ tha
storm of 2009. It was beautiful with the March hasn't been the best month for him and
sun shining on it but the results wereBeverly, although they are so thankful | ‘
quite devastating. | had no power or telephone fahany ways. First of all, Jerry said ;f; -
about three or four days and | was fortunate.ayet went "deer hunting" with his auto the £
with my sister two nights and days and with my aiecother night and bagged one at the cERESN
one night and day. My heat is all electric and tha of $4500 (damage to the car).% \
the reason | had to leave home. My sister has Fortunately, neither he nor Beverly &\\\
fireplace and it was like “going back in time.” t&f |  were injured when the deer ran out iIT——=
got home, my nephew and his boys came with chafilont of them. Second, Beverly was walking early in
saws and got all the debris piled in a huge pilein the morning with some of the church ladies when she
back yard to burn. stumbled over something in the street, fell and
received a severe break to her wrist which required
Nell Dotson said the mission team got her yard andurgery. Jerry said she has maintained such a supe
her neighbor’s yard cleaned-off and her neighbar haattitude through all this. To spare her the misfioet
already got it burned, but she still has four treebe  of eating Jerry's cooking, the church ladies haaenb
cut. She is doing fine. so good to bring in food on a regular basis. As we
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discussed the high utility bills over this wintderry  well. According to her, "She is too mean not to be
told me of a fund they have at Alamo called "Wedoing well." They are enjoying their church workda
Care" which had administered about $3,000 over theport that their family members are all doing well
winter to those needing help with utilities andtren
He also told me that Alamo had already paid theidoe and Mary Jane Johnson reported that they had
apportionments in full. Good job Alamo. Get welljust returned from a trip to South Carolina to wisi
soon Beverly. with a cousin of Joe's, and how much they enjoyed
time together with family. Joe said Mary Jane had
| was unable to reach eithefohn and Becky become a new great-grandmother with the birth of
Middleton or Rufus and Sarah Moore Isabella Michelle Calatyud on January 11th, 20009.

Isabella's mother just received her bachelor's esegr
Steve and Jodie Mischke it was good to talk with in nursing and is now nursing at

Steve Mischke again. He said he and Jodie are bathethodist North in Memphis. Mary (@@L )

well and doing fine. He is just finishing his first Jane reports that Joe will become (\
semester at Gupton College of Mortuary in Nashvillmew great-grandfather, two timeg/G57 )

and will begin his apprenticeship soon, although thover, in July by their oldest= 5

location is unknown at this time. He is home ingrandson.(Must be something in

Trenton on the weekends and works with Sheltorthe water!) Asked about their health, Joe
Hunt Funeral home in Humboldt. Steve's address meplied that both were well and enjoying retirement
Nashvilleis:

~

1609 State Street, Apt 13 Glenn and Jo Elliott - The Elliott's are so glad that
Nashville, TN 37203and Spring is sprung! It has, hasn't it? Our flowars
his cell phone number i831-435-9370.He would blooming and the grass is crying-out to be cut. The
welcome a card or call from any of his friends. Wild Turkey's are crying out too, but they just Ba¥

been crying ouftclose enoughaccording to Glenn.
Neal and Shirley Hinson- Neal told me that he had But be patient, it will all work out. We are lookjn
been having some physical problems over the |last feforward to planting our warm weather gardens and
months and had experienced several spells of gallirdoing all those wonderful things that people déhie
or being unable to stand over the last week or@n. summertime. After covering and screening-in our
[ one occasion, he fell backward andpatio, we are looking forward to spending many Bour
“ ; ; broke a chair. At church, he fell (early, late, and in between) enjoying the bealfty o
forward, striking his head on the God's outdoors. Glenn has been doing some
pulpit. After numerous tests at preaching, teaching a Disciple Bible Study and
Jackson-Madison County Hospital, Sunday School, staying busy and enjoying it. God
he is to enter Vanderbilt Hospital in has been good to us health-wise and every other
Nashville, Tuesday, April 7th. There is some conce wise. We send our love and condolences to thetCavi
that these episodes may be the return of cancer frdamily on the death of Steve’s father, John Cauvitt.
approximately two years ago. Neal reported that
Shirley is fine and is so much strength for hintime  Until we meet again in July, we remain your faithfu
of need. | told Neal that we would all place hindan servants, Glenn and Jo.
Shirley on our prayer lists.
“Strange how much you’ve got to know before you
Paul and Doris Eubanks - Talked with Doris know how little you know.” Anonymous
Eubanks briefly. The only news she had to repos wa
that she and Paul were both doing fine. MEMPHIS AREA #2
Charlotte Comes — Reporter
Roger and Sue Henson What a joy it was to learn
that Roger Henson has recovered from surgery, What a great loss our conference has
(reported in the January edition). After an adjiestm suffered with the death ofom Wilson
of his medication, he has been doing just fine?" March 3. He left a big legacy behind and wekha
according to Sue, who also reported that she isgdoi "M especially for having secured the Hospice
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program for our area and on our behalf. He wagrandchildren attend the same school. The Hillgard’
Pastor Emeritusof Memphis First where he was theson, Hank, brought the two

founder of Final Net (now FirstWorks)He will be older twins [rightKendall &

sorely missed. Mary Lou, Susan, Danny and their Tanner] down to Memphis for a

entire family [5 grandchildren and 6 great-visit while Amy stayed home

grandchildren] are having a tough time adjusting taith the younger twingbelow:

the time apart from their loved one. Please renembConnor & Will]. | know what it is

them all in your prayers. God bless you all! Send
sympathy notes to Mary Lou Wilson, 1036 Cotton
Row Cove, Collierville, TN 38017; memorials to

Memphis First or Piperton UMC.

like to have one set of
twins, but two sets are
mind-blowing. A piano-
organ concert in David and
Patsy's honor was given
recently at Emmanuel UMC
rpy organist Cecile Bell and pianist Jackie SpeAr.
fsecond piano allowed them to perform piano duos as
well. Patsy and Dave were very moved by the honor.

Dogwoods and azaleas are the springtime thrilhat t
Comes home. George and Charlotte continue
enjoying the view and especially the mother robi
sitting on her well-built nest on the downspout o
their drain pipe. All of it seems prettier tharegvor
maybe it's because the older we become the more
appreciate God’'s creational
beauty. A thrill of a lifetime
was enjoyed by Charlotte
(participating) and George
listening to the rendition of
“The Weeping Tree” Cantata
on Palm Sunday conducted by
choir director, Tom Machen,
and including some Memphis

Well, guess what? Frank McRae has returned to
gainful employment (are you surprised?). He is
working 2 days a week back at the Mid-America
Apartment Communities. It is so easy to return to a
place where you love the folks, and he does enjoy
these folks so much. Way to go, Frarécky is
finishing up a wood-carving class and has completed
two foxes as her project. They will adorn their leom
in a prominent place. She loves things of naturd an
working in their yard but especially foxes and her
Symphony Orchestra memberS’Master Gardening group. We hope to have some

. . and the T_rinity C_‘,hancel Choir pictures of their home and yard one of these days.
voices. Lisa Goble, organist/pianist, and Jerry

Dunnam’s artistic dimensional presentation of th¢ cayghtJim DeBardelebenbringing in his groceries
crucifixion of Christ painted as the music progegss \yhjle Pat was attending a school function of a
It was a most spectacular worship service. East@randchild. Of course, | let Jim put his grocerigs
Sunday found the Comes family gathered after chur@fifore | called him back. They are flying to
at their East Memphis home for dinner and the kid'gacksonville, Florida the first of May to see thein

egg hunt. It is so good to have all the familytfie  ang his family, but especially Josh, their 4 yelar-o
Memphis area with the exception of granddaughtefrandson. Jim loves serving his small church
Amanda Hartmann, who commutes from Lambutfyppointment in Eads where they enjoyed good Palm
University as needed. Sunday and Easter Sunday services. Jim and |
reminisced of the good ole days and good ole fsend

we both knew. It is always good to talk with him.
page 11

Dave and Patsy Hilliard are still traveling back and
forth from the Nashville area until they sell their
house in Memphis and

move to Franklin, TN. JACKSON AREA #1
They recently attended the )
Woodland Middle School Ann Archer - Reporter
play, “The King and I,” in

which their granddaughter

Alyssa  performed[photo,

rightl. Seems they ran into

the Benny & Gail Hopper whose triplet

5

Lula Bingham flew to Denver in

February to visit David. Her

granddaughter turned 17 on Feb

17" and since Lula also had a birthday in a few days,
they got to celebrate together. Then in March, she



flew to Houston to visit son Robert and his wifeeev  John and | are doing fine for two old folks. John
days. She really enjoyed both trips. The weeken@ught a Lenten study at Aldersgate for six se&kst
after Easter she plans a trip to Shreveport ta visdaughter had surgery recently and we spent several
Betsy. She will be there to attend a party fodays in Hopkinsville with her.

another granddaughter who is getting married in

November in Baltimore. She asked that we rememb&Common sense is very uncommon. “ Horace Greeley
David in our prayers. He has had three hip suegeri

in the past and had a fall recently which has dduse JACKSON AREA #3

problems. He is currently undergoing a serieesfst Walter German - Reporter

to determine what needs to be done. Everyone | talked with seemed to be
enjoying the evidences of spring.

Martin and Ruby Crockett are about the same. She Easter was on everyone’s mind. |

said they were looking forward to Easter Sunday hope this Easter provided a

services, after which they would go to Lexington to wonderful time of renewal and joy.

celebrate  her  sisters  birthday. Theiay God continue to bring you blessings durin
grandson, Michael, will be graduating from highEas),/tertide gy g g

school in May. He lives in California.

John and Bobbie Clarkewere both involved in the
| talked toPaul Douglassa  Holy Week services at their church, Oak Grove. The
few minutes. He andlary  church had a special celebration on Wednesday
were doing fine. Not a lot evening of Holy Week as they looked forward to
going on but they are Easter Sunday. Their six year-old granddaughasr h
planning a week's tripto peen chosen to play on a softball team. John retd ju
Florida the middle of April. returned from her game in which she had two hits!

Carroll Gallimore had an unexpected surgeryJoan Eichoff seemed to be happy and enjoying
recently...a heart stent! She’s recovered nicely anlderself. She attended First Church’s choir pradact
continues her volunteer work at Regional Hospitalof “The Messiah” with her daughter-in-law. They
Recently,Russellpreached and served communion atvere joined afterwards by her granddaughter from
Bemis, drove a Sunday school class to Shiloh, andemphis for a dinner outing. She enjoys visitsrfro
spoke to the Methodist Men at Aldersgate. He wilmembers of her church family and staff. She was
have completed his District Senior Olympicexcited that the family gathered for lunch on Easte
competitions about the time you read this. Sunday.

When | calledida Holmes, | interrupted a game that Benny and Gail Hopper spent spring break in

she was playing with their son and grandson, wh&hicago Wlth thelr. grandchildren, the|.r daughter

were visiting from Decatur, GA. They plan to attend<€lly and their so’n-ln-law. The early spring weath

Sunrise Services at Germantown with Julia's familyr1 Jackson wasn't cold enough for thenia. Ha.

on Sunday. Julia's son has a part in the service. hey visited the zoo and other attractions. | hope
they saw the polar bears!!!

Kathleen Phillips is doing well. She recently went to . .

Vanderbilt for a check-up and tests and got a googecn ?ndITharor;( .K'rk Sﬁe.rlllt

report. She an®aul enjoyed a Easter egg hunt with p_ar_t_o ';'r? y Wee mBNta%S C\:/ ! ?I

their grandchildren on Easter Sunday. \alllr?cljlr'll'gharc?rzr Sr?jrg)?ed gingingciln

Had a nice conversation withara McClarin. She the_ L,ambuth Unlyersny %nd First Chur::h joint
choirs’ presentation of “The Messiah” on

and Bill are doing well and enjoyed special Holy . . .
Week and Easter Sunday services. Their Iittletgreapalmlpass'on Sunday evening. Cecil was t0 undergo

grandson, Caleb, is doing well and they hope hé Wipartial knee-replacement surgery on April 29. We
be off medication soon. send a wish and prayer for a speedy recovery.



Harold and Linda Montgomery are working as a Richard Hackleman reports he has no news to
team in leading a two-month Study of Romans irreport. He and | agreed “no news is good news!”
their local church (Forest Heights).

_ - Bettye Jo Mastersalso reported she has no news.
Harrell and Alice Phillips are most modest and had ghe is fine.

very little to report...just the routine happenings.

Alice still works at Regional Hospital as a voluete EFred and Shirley Morton are new to our Area #4
and Harrell i; in demand for preaching and teachingeport, though certainly not new to the area. They
events...routine stuff! have been retired four years and have their charge
conference membership in the Bartlett UMC. Shirley
has been on dialysis for three years due to long-te
diabetes. She also is currently recuperating feom
fractured back after a recent fall. But, Shirlegvgeet
voice and spirit are as upbeat as always, and she

and working as a Murray Guard. . : iy
: .handles it all amazingly well. Fred reports hda
Both grandsons celebrated recent birthdays: Colllg little work with theg éounseling Cepnter at Ba?tlet

was seven on February 24 and Allen was twelve o[y . - -
: : MC, as well as keeping things going on the home
March 27. My, how the time flies! front. They are both looking forward to an after-
Easter visit from Mississippi grandchildren.

Donna and | (the Germans) are

continuing to enjoy retirement and
participation in the Bemis Church.
Our daughter, Nicole, is still with us

MEMPHIS AREA #4 Jim and Ruth Mulroy report the recent death of
Shirley Lynn, Reporter Ralph Blow of Jackson, father of their daughter-in-

law Mary (Bill's wife). Jim preached for Bill that
Elton and Billie Jean Baker report week. Jim and Ruth are enjoying their home in East
they both have had a three-week bqut Tennessee, but always like to get back to Memphis

with bronchitis. On the brighter sid for visits. Not along ago, they saw some old frend

they earlier celebrated Billie Jean's'86irthday. She from Galloway UMC.
was honored by two sons from out-of-town who came
and took her out-to-eat. The next night, the son iMary Ann Sturdivant is looking forward to a trip in
Memphis hosted a party, so they all enjoyed hevlay with her brother from Texas and his wife. They
birthday. Congratulations, Billie Jean! are going to Wisconsirright,
state flagjwhere Mary Ann and
Evelyn Brady said she guessed she just had to stir upkeoth her brothers were born.
little excitement and spent three days recentlyhin They still have some relatives
hospital. All her tests were satisfactory, andistgdad there, and it will be a trip down
to be home and back into her usual busy schedule. memory lane for sure. (Mary Ann’s other brother is
Richard Hackelman, our fellow retiree).
Frank and Betty Grace Bulle are enjoying a new
dog, a black and white Shih-ztu namedBill and Anna Walker were not reached. Hope to
Hope. They have been going back andhear from them next time.
forth to hear grandchildren perform and
had a great trip to California with the Your reporter is looking forward to the April
Henton’s and Fletcher's in early March.  Confirmation of my youngest grandchild Austin in
Nashville and the May high school graduation of my
Jerry and Martha Ann Corlew have been happily eldest, Michael in Florida. With Austin, | will ke
busy celebrating their %0 wedding anniversary. baptized and confirmed all four of my grandchildren
Friends in Memphis treated them to a dinner party,am not ready to say with SimeciNow lettest thy
and the following Saturday they went to Brentwoodservant depart in peacefut it has been a wonderful
for a big family celebration. The festivities wéhd  gift of God for which | give thanks!
in August with a Mediterranean cruise. Condeatu
tions, Corlews! “If God be for us, who can be against us?” Rom. &3
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family members visit at different times. While an

chartered fishing trip, lots of fish were caught hat
E-mail. vmcclure1227 @att.nedr phone: by Hgnk as he struggled with seasickness throughout
270-653-3352 the trip - BUMMER! When Hank and Grace returned

, ) . to Kentucky, they found damage to their deck and

| sat at my desk sorting notes and emails frome®s  yrees from the ice storm. But even as they sudeye
in the Paducah District. As | am working, the skyhe storm damage, they were able to relish thetpeau
outside is beginning to turn to a yellowish-graydan 4t 1lips and dogwoods in full bloom. The sun was
suqlqlenly the silence of the holuse is shatteredwby tshining and they knew they were blessed. In ctpsin
wailing sound of the Alert Radio carrying a messagesrace extended blessings to each of you and also
of severe thunderstorms in the area. | check th&fered the Florida beauty to any who would like to
computer; turn on the TV and learn of areas intgrea gnt a condo in the area. She is handling condo
danger. | continue my sorting and telephone @llingnia|s this year so if you want to rent a greatelat
and forget the gray skies. An hour or so pass€s aghe heach, phone her at 270-233-2418 (home) or 270-
the grayness has gone with it. | have enjoyedriglk 5172666 (cell) or emaihankandgracer@bellsouth.net

to many of you and | am reminded “Easter COmesgpe and Hank enjoy reading updates of the lives
always with brighter skies. | trust your Eastes hathroughNews ‘N’ Views.

been a dawning anew for you.

_ . Many of us are painfully aware of the loAgnes
As of this writing, | have been unable to contacl ier is experiencing with theBen’s death on

Merle and Norma Jean Thomas They are always january 23. You may recall in our last news, Agnes
faithful with news so I wonder if my new e-mail 5,4 Ben were rejoicing at the birth of their figseat

addr_ess_has thrown them a curve and their messaggiandchild even as Ben's health was declining. At
floating in “cyber space.” | was also unable tadd  th4t time, none of us could have known that Ben

base with Rachel Siress, \yould not survive the upcoming heart surgery. Not
Margaret Thomas, Mary  only that, she was also facing one of the worst ice

Warren, — and  Kathleen  giorms this region can remember. She and the boys
Copeland Mathis. Regardless, \yere aple to keep warm with the use of a generator
| hope they are all well. and two oil heaters. Agnes’ home and buildings had

, ) . no damage, but like the rest of
| did made contact with a retiree who has been “Ols. she had plenty of tree

there” and | just didn’t know it Martha Traylor - damage. Bob Foster with
widow of Bennie Barron. She and | met at one ef thy\jathodist Disaster Relief came
Older Adult functions. Martha lives in the Paducahyqg cut-up the debris up so she
District and somehow | did not have her on mydist 544 the boys could get it to the

contacts. Sorry, Martha. Martha indicated sh#isg  g5dside for pick up. Ron McClure helped her

well and stays busy with her family, friends, and;omplete the Army paper work for Ben’s pension.
activities at Trinity. She is staying in shapevigits 10 agnes expressed gratitude and thanks for all the he
the “Silver Snicker” (an exercise gym) three or fourynrough the Conference, Paducah District, Pleasant

times a week. She has a grandson, Silas, who st&ysyye Church and clergy, and also for the prayeds a
with her two or three nights a week as he attecdsda support from friends and family. Her closing

at the Community College. She enjoyed having he&fistement wad love you all.”
daughter, who lives in Virginia, visit with her estly.

Her grandson, Justin Allen and his two childremfro Mary Riley’s biggest news was the 2009 Ice Storm!
Memphis, also visited with her a few days Even with the damage, Mary stepped back and
marveled at the beauty of the sparkling ice hangihg
Since our last reportdank Russell has continued around with the sun dancing upon the surface.
therapy for peripheral neuropathy, showing somejowever, with the beauty there was danger. She los
improvement. While many of us in Kentucky werethree trees in her yard. A neighbor’s tall pindé fe
battling with ice, Grace was battling with pneun®ni across the fence onto her lawn, pulling down power
During their time in Florida, Hank ar@race had 17 and telephone lines. She was without power for two
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weeks, plus it cost over $500 to replace the hookugnd a couple of days of time??es, it has been a
into the house. She was fortunate in that sheusid difficult three months, but Ora Bell said they are
installed gas logs into the fireplace in the dersBe feeling somewhat better, even if they are moving a
was able to stay warm - like the olden days! Ndittle slower! Time seems to do that with all &f.u
electricity, but thank heavens for gas logs and cel
phones. GOOD NEWS! Mary has become a stepzalvin and Judy Clark were able to get the storm debris
great-grandma for th8" time as Scott and Erin Riley cleaned up in time to start mowing, weed eatirg, 8ut
of Nashville have a baby boy, now three months-oldcan't complain, because with the growth
With the coming of the quilt show in April, Mary is of grass, comes the warmth of spring.
preparing for visitors. She is not sure how many oThey are looking forward to a trip to
who, yet, but they are coming! Nashville to attend their grandson’s
(Custin Collier) Eagle Scout ceremony.
Kendrick Lewis said he had conducted five funeralsAlso, grandson Erick Clark will be
during March. All his family is doing well and graduating from college on Ma§} @ith a
looking forward to their July family reunion in Criminal Justice degree. He lives in
Chattanooga with Dona and her family as hosts. Colorado.“One thing I've noticed for sure is the grandkids
grow up very fast and the time goes even faster!”
Lynn Humston, like many others in Kentucky,
reported that they were hit hard by the storm.wde Glynn and Sara Cope continue facing health
without electricity for two weeks, but problems. Sara had a heart attack about a mowth ag
survived! Evidence of spring is There were three blockages but they were only table
here as Lynn has already mowedput in one stent. Sara said she cannot walk \ary f
his lawn once and is getting readyShe begins therapy next week. Glynn is busy
to start landscaping at his home. planting his garden. When | talked to Sara, it was
pouring down rain outside and she was concerndd tha
Fred and Lou French’s number “1” priority (at this the rain was washing away all those seeds thatrGlyn
time) is hooking up gas logs in the fireplace. (was planting. (I hope not - but if so, maybe tinaly
wonder why - after all, spring iglmosthere. Fred only wash into a new location and you will have
got a jump on the storm of the year (century, maybebeans growing where you did not plant beans!) Now
by having his second hip replacement just befoee thGlynn, if | get in trouble sharing this next storyam
arrival of our icy friend, giving him the honor of going to blame your wife because she said | could
being the recipient of the Good Samaritan responsshare it! (Albeit, 1| may have jazzed-it-up a bit.)
Neighbors came around - even with the icy roads During the ice storm Glynn and Sara were without
offering assistance with shopping, care packagats thelectricity, and, thus, without water(Rural areas
included TP, batteries, cheese, peanut bettertretc; have to have electricity to run their pumps - ualik
next door neighbor brought an extension cord fromou city folks.) Well, as luck would have it, there was
their generator. They were able to hire debrigpie  a pond near the house. Glynn was very smart...he
from the yard and tree limb cutting for the “hargin knew he could use the pond water to flush thet&ile
limbs.” “In short, kudos to all you who reached out He tied a rope to his bucket and would go dowrh&o t
to be ‘Good Neighbors.” Since all this, Lou has had pond; throw the bucket into the pond and draw the
her eyes worked on (as she tells her friends bucket (with water) to the bank where he stood. On
“Cadillac” surgery) and is doing fine; just a longthis particular day, he threw his bucket out, beitdst
spell of eye drops to go now. his balance and “went” with the bucket - right itibe
pond! Icy cold water! As he slid into the murky
Paul and Ora Bell Peckhave experienced a difficult waters, he felt his teeth, chattering as they were,
three months with their own sicknesses and deaths o/\, slipping. He searched the icy water
both sides of the family. They, too, suffered ice@ looking for his teett{those of us who have

3

damage with four walnut trees uprooted. They wer those pearly whites that come out, know just
fortunate that grandson Tony was able to clearthap how important they are to us and we don't
downed branches but he was unable to deal with thént anybody to see us without therhipw could he go

uprooted tree(Anybody out there with a chain sawWithout them? He had to find them. Finally, the
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temperature of the water convinced him that jusafternoon children’s program. On most Thursday
maybe those pearly whites would have to remain iavenings, you will find me playing Canasta at the
the murky waters. He pulled himself ougdhakingas local Senior Citizen Center. | conducted a church-
= he struggled to the house. Only towide study, using Adam Hamilton’s book
%

discover - - those pearly whites wereConfronting the Controversiesyhile our family is
still with him! He had not lost them reading and discussing the boBkundaries | had
after all! All he gained was an icy Autophony ear surgery March 18 am still having
dip. Sara was sure that pneumoniassues. Hopefully, time will take care of those.
2 would soon follow. Much to her Phillip is still working every Wednesday at the
amazement, the dreaded fear ofHickman County Senior Citizen Center, as well as
pneumonia did not befall Glynn - it was to be hersith Habitat on Saturdays (and other days). Chnto
And she didn’t even take that diplOkay - so | did is currently building two houses. He and | attehde
build onto the story! But | am glad Glynn has highe Spiritual Life Retreat at Kenlake. We were
teeth. | personally know how | would have felt | heavily involved in the storm shelter which was gt
fact, they are so important to me that when | awakat Clinton First during the ice storm. At home, we
from surgery, that's my firsequest!) were without power for 11 days. Luckily, Philligdh
purchased a generator a year ago to use with Habita
| received a card fronbonnie and Nancy Hardin. and he had the ability to hook it up to the pump.
Donnie pondered the thought: what in my life wouldHowever, we could not use the pump and heat at the
be interesting to others? Sometimes we see life aame time. Phillip has spent many days working on
such. Donnie and Nancy are still traveling thedrea our yard. We still have many limbs dangling frame t
picking up a load of dry goods or frozen goodshie t tops of our trees. You drive into our area and you
states of Georgia, Alabama, North Carolinawill notice most of our trees are “topless.” Our
Tennessee and Mississippi, then driving to thestW dogwood is blooming even though it is sporting & ne
Coast of California, Oregon or Washington to delive“flat-top” haircut. As “spring storms” with strong
them. The return trip results in a “reverse.” sT'hi winds enter our neighborhood, many limbs find their
goes on for a period of five to seven days, afteictv  destination either in our yards or upon our roads.
they return home to do laundry, shopping, hom®ividing our time between the church shelter aral th
repairs, keep medical appointments and sometim&enior Citizen Center was time-consuming, but it
make an overnight visit with their children andcertainly gave us the opportunity to help those in
grandchildren while visiting their mothers inneed, as well as a sense of fulfillment.
Dyersburg and Aurora. | guess it might becdwold
hat,” but | also believe there is beauty in seeing all FROM THE PADUCAH DISTRICT - BLESSINGS TO ALL!
these places. From the homefront: On March 1, they
came home and celebrated Nancy's mother® 90
birthday with their extended family and friends. OnPARIS-MCKENZIE AREA NEWS
April 11, Nancy joined her adult children and Jacque Stricker — Reporter
grandchildren on a trip to St. Louis to visit the
“Children’s Museum.” Easter Sunday was celebrate
with their mothers. As you mee
the trucks on the road, think
about Donnie and Nancy \_.‘
Wave at them - give them
signal of friendship. You just might brighten thei
day!

%

When | calledCovie Byars, she was in

the process of leaving to go to her daughter Débbie
home for a few days. Covie spent about three weeks
with Mary Ann around Christmas, which explains
why | was unable to get her on the phone. Also, |
missed-out on the news of a new great-granddaughter
born in October.

Now to theMcClures. Vida enjoyed serving on the Mary Jane King saysRick is still doing great. They
Chrysalis Team in January - oh, the energy of th&'® getting ready to meet with some extended family

younger generation! | am currently volunteeringaas N Atlanta, where they plan to visit the King Tut
Hospice Chaplain, while continuing (and enjoying)EXhlblt anq .the Aguarlum while there. Rick stilhgs
my work with Older Adults and the Wednesdayn the choir in their church.
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Paul and Anna McAdoo are keeping busy with the Easter week, she went to Wednesday services and
Antioch Church, yard work and doing things for athe heard Bro. Alan Trull. She really
people. She feels they aren’t very exciting, buéenjoyed his message. Vita took
wonders how she was able to do all she did befo®zella to Carmack’sfor lunch ﬁ
they retired. after Easter Sunday Service

Vita comes nearly every wee
Lockie Smith — | need to make a correction onto help Ozella with her grocerie
Lockie’s birthday celebration. It should have beerand anything else that needs to be
January 92009 She hadn’t noticed the mistake; itdone. (Thank God for faithful, loving children.)
was my re-reading that caught it. Lockie’s grandson
came from Washington with his girlfriend for herJoe Walker and Bernice - Bernice didn’'t have
birthday celebration. Home Health Care comes out &nything to report other than they were doing “Qkay
days a week to help with Camille. Camille celebdat They had Easter Services all day, starting at 6:30
her 64" birthday April 6". Lockie has taken very a.m.. | told Bernice she was going to have totstar
good care of Camille. Lockie is still able to atldmer “making some things up” and to make it good so |
Pleasant Hill Church which she enjoys. could reportsomething!

Harold and Jacque

Stricker — Our youngest MEMPHIS AREA #2 — ADDENDUM

daughter lives near Charlotte Comes — Reporter

Hopkinsville, KY, and

was hit with the ice If you talk toEverett Roseberrythese days, you will

storm. They were find out that he is fully engaged in activities at
without electricity for over a week. They tried Emmanuel UMC. He enjoys singing in the Senior
staying there for a couple of days, but gave-in an@itizen Choral Group as they perform at various
came to our place. By then, they were all sickhwitretirement communities and nursing facilities. He
different things. (There are six of them) Haraltd | feels greatly blessed with his Sunday school chass
made a quick trip to Huntington, Indiana, the fpatt loves traveling with the Senior Citizens’ Group to
of April, to the funeral of Harold’s Aunt. Aunt M@ cities of interest. They plan to go to Bransortha
was 102 and the last of her generation in our famil fall and he is looking forward to that trip. Spery
We stayed with a niece and her husband and enjoygche with son, Mark, in Ripley, MS, is
our visit. Other than working in the yard, cuttiagd another enjoyment of his life. And he is gratetol
splitting wood, building a shelter for our wooddaughter, Rhonda, for taking care of "business" for
furnace(it also heats water, so we will still run it in him. The two remaining brothers in his family are
the summer) getting the mowers running and thesuch a joy to him.
vegetable garden ready, and occasionally filling th
pulpit, we really haven’t done much since the lasTommy and Sandra Cookrecently enjoyed a special
newsletter. We are enjoying my Dad being close. Htime with their grandson, Anderson, who flew (by
has been busy woodworking (cut off the tip of hishimself) at the ripe old age of 11 years to see his
finger, so now when | call him | ask how manygrandparents. He spent a marvelous 4 days with the
fingers he has). He comes to our house 3 or 4steme and just couldn't get enough barbecue, as
week for a change of scenery and to eat with us. he ate it every single day while he
has started bowling (he is 86), having never bowle 283 was here. He really thought
until about February. If Harold and | are unaldeyo —aa—3 Germantown Road was heaven
bowling with our neighbors, they call him and he I with all the fast food restaurants,
goes with them. A X since he does not have quick

availability to "fast foods" in his

Ozella Sykesis doing quite well with her rehab sinceVirginia home location. While he was here, he
being released from the therapist who was walkinglayed his first game of golf. However, he told hi
with her. Now she is doing it on her own with thd a grandparents that it was a very exhausting game! |
of a cane. She attends church almost every Sunda&gems hean from hole to hole! They told him it
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really wasn't necessary to run. But then, you @¢oulShe has been walking about a mile each morning at

call this being anxious, or just plain being young the city park in Union City. Catherine has several

Don't you wish we had that much energy once more®ats, but one nametMiss Scarlet” keeps her busy
and likes to watch her sew. She

Joyce and Bob Colewere busy bees during thesays the cat's middle name is

Easter holiday time running from church to church t“Trouble,” and lives up to that

church (they have 3). | really thought they werename by doing some interesting

retired but now | think they are probably just plainthings...including some that are

"tired.” Their granddaughter, Anna Catherine, wasot so good!

recently selected as 1 of 14 singers to fly to New

York City and sing in Carnegie Jim and Pat Calhoun— Jim has been busy preaching
Hall under the direction of John on the Greenfield charge for Richard Denton (see
Rutter [photo, right], the renowned above). We both have enjoyed meeting the folks at
composer from England. If you those 3 churches. Jim’'s time is also occupied with
have not sung or heard a Rutter looking after his sister, Emma Lou Dickey, a reside

composition, you really must do so soon. What anf Magnolia Assistant Living in Union City. She is
honor! Congratulations, Anna Catherine! Shealoing well, but he visits her daily and she attends
continues to write plays and to appear in produmstio church with us each Sunday. Pat has completed
This is quite a feat. Son, Chip, is battling nesues leading her mission study on Israel and Palestine
with esophageal reflux, plus the possibility of usp which has taken her to multiple church in several
or rheumatoid arthritis. Our prayers are with youdistricts. It took much preparation time but she
Chip. enjoyed each presentation.

| was unable to contacll on my calling list, but |
DYERSBURG AREA assume things are about the same as when | last
Pat Calhoun — Reporter talked with them.

Faye Howard had pneumonia

recently but is feeling better when | NASHVILLE AREA NEWS

called her. The cold rainy weather Jerry Carr — Reporter
has been detrimental to her getting out, but stieydi
to church on Easter Sunday. One of her sons h@gp and Cynthia Moore are well, just
been coming up to take her to the doctor. doing what grandparents normally do,

. keeping the grandkids, etc. They do enjoy going to

Ralph and Dene Gunterare doing well...and have |ynch weekly with long-time friends Rev. Bob Lewis
stayed well, too. He reports that Holy Week s@¥ic gnq his wife Willodean. As this paper goes to gres
at Finley UMC went well. He hasn't started h'Sthey will be in Florida for a week wittPaul &
garden yet as it has been too wet. Carolyn Clayton andPaul & Mary Douglass. Bob

_ continues to serve Brentwood United Methodist

happening wittRichard and Viola Denton. Richard

has had to give up his churches at Greenfield, IBs0C jyjia King is happy to be alive! The EF-4 tornado

Chapel and Mt. Hermon because of his health. Theynich came through Murfreesboro on Friday, April

will soon be moving back to their home in Newberngg destroying many houses and taking the lives of

I’'m sure the decision to retire “again” was a harda young mother and her baby, camvihin two blocks

as he loves to preach. Please keep them in yogf her house. She was not hurt, and she thinks her

prayers. Jim Calhoun will continue to fill-in until  house is not damaged, but the two who were killed

Annual Conference. lived just "up the street" from Julia. High school
baseball is well under way, and she is enjoying

Catherine Williams says she doesn't lead a veryatching her grandson play. She is pleased thi he
exciting life when | called to ask her about anwee 0w the owner of Orville's old Ford truck!
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Al Doyle had a good Easter, including lunch with higun-filled and informative time, featuring good
daughter and her family-in-laws. He says he has hantertainment, food and lodging in the new fa@sti
an uneventful winter, just trying to stay warm and-riendships are fostered that last forever.

dry. He has begun to increase his regular exercise

program, which he hopes will help build strengtteiaf

his heart bypass surgery. He sends all greetings. MISCELLANEOUS TID-BITS

Jerry and Dot Carr started the year 2009 by stayingCONGRATS to Hal and Polly Sessionswho
the month of January at the Plantation Goltelebrated their _ @60
Community in Venice, FL with buddie®ill &  Wedding Anniversary
Marge Vaughan. The played many rounds of golf, in grand style! Their
ate out in some fine restaurants, and enjoyedingsit four children, Hal III,
with the Vaughans' daughter and her family. Theetty, Jamie and Paul,
have been involved with a home renovation projeahade the arrangements
since February, including new hardwood floorsat the Bartlett UMC
carpet, counter tops, etc., which is finally comioga  Life Enchanting
finish. SOMEONE had to stimulate the economy!Center, sent the
They are now looking forward to a couple ofinvitations, decorated,
weddings and a visit from California relatives inbought the food and
June. Jerry's parents, now ninety-six plus (96#9, cakes, set up the tables

their major concern. and a Viewmaster
screen for pictures and
Efforts to contacbthers were not successful. music, and prepared a table of mementoes...all the

way back to day one! All of their 11 grandchildren
and one great-granddaughter were present, plus 125
others! Hal, a retired military chaplain, said, Was a
memorable gathering and everyone seemed to enjoy
it!”

Betty Evans — Reporter

Editor's note Because of untimely dental problems,
Betty was unable to make her calls this time. Wistw
better days for her in the near future!

NEWS FLASH

RETIREES’ RETREAT — Lakeshore Assembly The real art of conversation is not only to say thight
October 6-7, 2009 thing at the right time, but also to leave unsaiaet wrong

thing at the tempting moment.

Vice-PresidentBenny Hopper and the Retirees’ .

Retreat Planning Committee announce thst Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see
Wheeler, reared in the Cypress UMC community andne shadow. Helen Keller
now a member of Grace Church in Jackson, will
highlight the program on Tuesday night, October 6.
Art writes comedy and songs, and will present a
program entitledBible Stories Set to Music.” More S o ; :
information will be available at the Annual family in Wichita, Kansas, in April.
Conference Retirees’ Luncheon on June 1 and She also wrote the editors:”l

through a mailing in late summer. The Retreat is @PPreciate all that you two do to prepare a really
wonderful newsletter for retirees.”
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JOYCE and BEV FARNSWORTH celebrated their

50" Wedding Anniversary at Grimes UMC on I-IE‘:'GUDJH UES WUUJ
. SULIGY)]
Sunday, March 29. They were married at the
Methodist Church in Greenwood, MS, on March 28, Five simple rules to be happy:
1959. 1. Free your heart from hatred.
2. Free your mind from worries.
3. Live simply.
4. Give more.

5. Expect less.
Remember, Paul saidl can do all things_through
Christwho strengthens mePhilippians 4:13

TELL ME THIS W ON'T HAPPEN TO uUS!!!

An elderly Floridian called 911 on her cell phdoeeport
that her car has been broken into. She was hhyesters
Their two sons, Stephen and She explained her situation to the dispatcher: §iee
Michael and their families joined ~ Stolen the stereo, the steering wheel, the brakialpnd
with many friends and former even the accelerator!” The dispatcher said, “Stdgnc An
Joyce & Be\ 195¢ church members to make this a officer is on the way.” A few minutes later, thefioér
memorable anniversary! radioed the dispatcher back: “Disregard the calle.ght
in the back-seat by mistake!”

Joyce & Bev, then and now.

Retirees spotted at th&arnsworth celebration were:

[below, left to right], Kathleen and Paul Phillips, Doris

and Paul Eubanks T right]; Russell and Carroll ONEWORD RlDDl_-E _
Gallimore, all from Jackson: Dave and Patsy Okay, here is a brain teaser for you. What nine

Hilliard and Everett Roseberry of Memphis.Dave letter word in the English_language is still a word
was Best Manand Paul and Russell were Ushirghe when each of the letters is removed one by one, but

1959 wedding. not necessarily in order?

Hint...it begins with's.” For the answer, type the
following into your browser for a demonstration:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bx8LyeEzut4

About 200 happy people
were present.

KEEPERS
Everett's photo is how he - (Anonymous)
looked upon admission to
the Conference in 1963. | grew up in the 40s/50s with practical parents. A
mother, God love her, who washed aluminum foil
after she cooked in it, then reused it. She was th
ARE YOU SURE? original recycle queen, before they had a namé.for
A father who was happier getting old shoes fixehth
An English professor wrote the words buying new ones. Their marriage was good, their
‘A woman without her man is nothing' dreams focused. Their best friends lived barely a
on the chalkboard and asked his students to puectuawave away. | can see them now, Dad in trousers, tee
it correctly. shirt and a hat and Mom in a house dress, lawn
All of the males in the class wrote: mower in one hand, and dishtowel in the other.dsw
"A woman, without her man, is nothing." the time for fixing things. A curtain rod, the Kiten
All the females in the class wrote: radio, screen door, the oven door, the hem in asdre
"A woman: without her, man is nothing." Things we keep. It was a way of life, and sometimes
Punctuation is powerful! it made me crazy. All that re-fixing, eating, renegy
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| wanted just once to be wasteful. Waste meant
affluence. Throwing things away meant you knew

there'd always be more.

But then my mother died, and on that clear summef‘fs h‘“‘;fi:

night, in the warmth of the hospital room, | was
struck with the pain of learning that sometimeséehe

7 '\Tf}” W
isn't any more. Sometimes, what we care about mqs'tﬂ*LCfﬂ g

gets all used up and goes away...never to retur
So...while we have it...it's best we love it...datare
for it... and fix it when it's broken.....and héalhen

Forgetter Be Forgotten

My forgetter's getting better,

But my rememberer is broke

To you that may seem funny
But, to me, that is no joke

e

o
5

For when I'm 'here' I'm wondering
If I really should be 'there'

And, when [ try to think it through,

| haven't got a prayer!

n.

it's sick. This is true. for marriage.....and oldars Oft times | walk into a room,
....and children with bad report cards.....and sdog Say ‘what am | here for?"
with  bad hips....and aging parents.....and | wrack my brain, but all in vain!

grandparents. We keep them because they are wo

it, because we are worth it. Some things we keep.
Like a best friend that moved away or a classmate w
grew up with. There are just some things that make

life important, like people we know who are
special.....and so, we keep them close!

MADDER THAN WHAT?

Youre heard the expression,
“Madder than an old wet hen.”
Well, after studying the photo at left, |
propose a new sayingMadder than
an old wet cat!”

HIS FIRST WEDDING

A little boy was attending his first wedding. Afttre
service, his cousin asked him, "How many wome

rth A zero is my score.

At times | put something away
Where it is safe, but, Gee!
The person it is safest from

Is, generally, me!

When shopping | may see someone,
Say 'Hi' and have a chat,
Then, when the person walks away
| ask myself, 'who the heck was that?'

Yes, my forgetter's getting better

While my rememberer is broke,

And it's driving me plumb crazy
And that isn't any joke.

Two Trouble Makers

A couple had two little mischievous boys, ages & af.

They were always getting into trouble, and therepts knew

that if any mischief occurred in their town, theans would
et the blame. The boys' mother heard that a clegyin

can a man marry?" "Sixteen," the boy responded. H?ﬁwn had been successful in disciplining childrea, she
cousin was amazed that he had an answer so quiCkiiked if he would speak with her boys. The clergyagreed

"How do you know that?" "Easy," the little boy said
"All you have to do is add it up, like the pastards 4
better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer."”

The Sunday School teachewas describing that

when Lot's wife looked back at Sodom she turned
into a pillar of salt, when Bobby interrupted. "My
mommy looked back once while she was driving,
announced, "and she turned into a telephone pole.

More Lot....A father was reading Bible stories to his
young son. He read, "The man named Lot was
warned to take his wife and fleait of the city, but

his wifelooked back and was turned into a pillar of
salt.” His son asked, "What happened to the flea?
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"h Again, the boy made no attempt to answer.
e ; RO =
. clergyman raised his voice some more and shodinlisr in

and asked to see them individually. So, the matkat her
8-year-old first, in the morning, with the oldenbim see the
clergyman in the afternoon. The clergyman, a huge with

a booming voice, sat the younger boy down and akked
sternly, "Where is God?" The boy's mouth droppeshpput

he made no response, sitting there with his moatigihg
open. The clergyman repeated the question. "Whetad?"

So, the

the boy's face and bellowed, "Where is God!?" Thg b
screamed and bolted from the room. He ran dirdutiyne
and dove into his closet, slamming the door beltimd.
When his older brother found him in the closet, he
asked, "What happened?The younger brother, gasping
for breath, replied: "We are in real BIG troublésttime!
God is missing, and they think we did it!"



It wasHal and Polly Sessions60d" Wedding Anniversary and all 22 were present: ittign, 11 grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter were present, plus 125 others!
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