Hello Friends:

I recently sent a letter to the Editor of the Tribune Courier thanking several people for their contributions to our ministry here at McUMC/The New To You.  For whatever reason, the paper reduced the letter to a very basic summary of my original letter.  Therefore, I am including a copy of the original letter. Only with help of individuals, churches, and businesses like you have we been able to enjoy the success that we have incurred since the beginning of this organization and especially this last year.

The following is the original letter sent to the paper:

Letter to the Editor:

The Lakeland Parish Center on Hwy 58 opened 32 years ago in June 1973.  Since that time many changes have occurred in original operation of the corporation.  In 1999, the name was changed to the United Methodist Cooperative Ministry of Marshall County. Today, McUMC ((Marshall County United Methodist Churches) is alive and well and operates The New to You Shop on Highway 641 South 2 ½ miles from the Benton Court Square.

Tater Day 2005 marked the one year anniversary of my starting the position of director/manger of McUMC) and the New to You Shop.  How quickly the year has gone by.  I want to pause at this time and thank everyone who has made this year the wonderful experience it has proven to be.  There are so many people who assist in this ministry—the counter volunteers, those people who donate items for the store, the Monday night volunteers, those that work with the ESL (English Second Language) classes, the campground ministry, the Hope and Healing Center; those that pray for operation, the one who maintains our web page (http://www.memphis-umc.org/mcumc/), the participants in the weekly radio broadcast,  those that work with the Marshall County Youth program, those who do maintenance at the store, the McUMC board of directors, the volunteer coordinators from the following Methodist Churches:   Benton  First,  Briensburg ,    Mt. Carmel, 
Maple Springs, Union Ridge, Church Grove, Oakland, Palma, Pleasant Grove, Oak Level, Calvert City, and Brewers.  Individuals from the following churches are also volunteers: Briensburg Baptist, St. Matthew by the Lake, Hamlet Baptist, Murray Presbyterian, St. Henry’s, Light House Baptist, and Oak Grove Presbyterian. I would also like to thank the following businesses for the cooperation, support and donations:  Main Street Java, English Home Furnishings, Lovett’s Sunoco, WCBL, WKRECC,  Sirls and Associates CPA, CATO, and Wal-Mart Pharmacy.  Also, a special thanks to Mr. Lloyd Hicks for accepting donations after hours.

Our store hours are Wednesday-Friday--8:00-4:00 and Saturday 8:00-2:00.  Donations are received during these same hours.  Because of all the donations and support this past year, this ministry has been able to assist many residents of Marshall County residents with a variety of needs such as utility bills, medicines, clothing, household items, fire kits, and etc.  I wish each of you could witness the blessing which affords itself to us each time we assist someone in need.  Thanks again for your continued support.
Esther Ford, Director Manager

McUMC/The New To You Shop
527-5147

I personally appreciate you concern, prayers, and cooperation so much and look forward to continuing to work with you.  May God be glorified in all we do at McUMC and The New To You.  Feel free to contact us if you have ideas or concerns of which we need to be made aware.
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FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS WELCOMED
If any of you have items of food to donate, why not consider donating them to the Helping Hands Food Pantry at Benton First.  During March, they served 91 people. Monetary donations are also welcomed.  A few of our churches are already donating.  However, it would be great if other churches would become involved.  The pantry is open every Tuesday from 4:00-6:00.  Call 527-3990 for more information.

HAPPENINGS AT McUMC/NEW TO YOU
· Donations are continuing from each church that volunteered for paper goods.  October, November, and December are still available.  This has helped so much time wise and also monetarily.  

· December is still open for use of the bulletin board. 

· Kathy Reed created a basket with a plant and garden items for a Mother’s Day drawing. Everyone enjoyed this.

· The workroom next to the store has been remodeled with children and infants items being placed there which has provided more space in the store.  Christi Jones and Faye Riley from Pleasant Grove have painted a Noah’s Ark mural on one of the walls.
· There will be NO volunteer work nights at the New To You during June, July, August.  They will probably resume in September.

· I will be attending Annual Conference in June with a display depicting the happenings of McUMC and The New To You.

· Pastors and the person in charge of supplying volunteers for the counter are encouraged to let me know on Tuesday if you are unable to provide workers.  Also, if there are people who would like to be called on an emergency basis, we would appreciate having them to contact us at  527-5147.
·  We are offering a fund-raising opportunity to all our churches involved in our ministries whereby they may donate large items ($100 plus value) to the store and the proceeds will be returned to the church.  This can be available to the churches twice a year.  II addition, any youth group or other church group that would like to use The New To You surplus items for a yard  sale.
STATISTICAL SUMMARIES



  March
  April

Sales

         $14,104.14
$13,252.35

Volunteer Hours

(Counter)

     218

       239.50
(Other)`

    458.75
       269
Crisis Ministry             $ 5,026.64           $ 2,885.22
CALLING ALL ARTISTS
We are about to finish the board room at the New To You.  We have oil paintings of several of our churches on the wall.  However, we would like to have all of the churches on display.  If we have any artists who would like to work on this project, let me know.  



SPECIAL THANKS

Thanks to the Calvert City UMW for their volunteer night at The New To You on Thursday, May 12, 2005.  They got a lot of work completed, had a great meal, meeting, and wonderful fellowship.  Any group that would like to volunteer should let us know.  Also, if there are teenagers who would like to help this summer, we will be glad to have them work with us.  We will be glad to write a letter of recommendation following a satisfactory time with us. 

REMEMBER YOU ALSO RECEIVE THE BLESSING WHEN BLESSING OTHERS!!!!!!
May 2005














The Voice


Of Marshall County’s United Methodist Churches Cooperative Ministry











CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. Jolinne Balentine at Church Grove and Union Ridge on her 40th birthday and also her engagement.  The wedding will be September 10, 2005. 


Also, Church Grove has a new church sign which looks great!


Continue to remember Jolinne, her family, and her Dad while he continues to deal with the effects of having a heart transplant.





The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.
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