Greetings

Where has the time gone?  I am continuing to say I am the new Director at McUMC.  However, it will be a year in April (Tater Day to be exact).  This past year has been one of the most interesting, challenging, and rewarding years of my life.  McUMC and the New to You are providing a wonderful ministry to the Marshall County community.  You can be proud of the work that is being done by the Methodist churches in the cooperative along with at least 6 other churches of various denominations.  People are being touched through the ministry and helped in a variety of ways.  Different types of needs continue to arise and we want to be good stewards in meeting those needs as they do arise.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the many volunteers who are continuing to make this ministry a success. Whether you work at the counter, participate in the radio broadcast, work at the Hope and Healing Center, maintain our website, work with the (ESL) English Second Language classes, volunteer on Monday night, work with the Marshall County youth program, donate items for the store, work with the campground ministry, donate paper goods etc, or pray for the ministry, I can’t say enough about the role you play. Without you, we could not function at the level at which we are now operating.  I hope we never take you for granted, want you to feel appreciated, and to always take an active role in the happenings here.

Last year it was budgeted to offer $5,000 in assistance.  However, because of the tremendous amount of donations and the sales through the New to You, we were able to offer more that $20,000 in assistance.    From June to December alone, we assisted 1108 people.  You are to be commended for all efforts in making this possible. 
The Lord is continuing to bless us with an abundance of donations.  We expect those to increase even more as spring approaches. Again, we thank the community, as well as the churches that are involved, for making the New to You what it is.  

We are continuing to add new “pass-it-on-ministries” and are always looking for various ways to best distribute the items which are donated to us.  Therefore, if you have ideas or know of needs, feel free to make us aware of those needs.

We still need volunteers to work with the campground ministry and the radio broadcast.  I feel sure there are some of you who love to camp and would be willing to work with this ministry.  Call me at 527-5147 or stop by the office for more information.  
Thanks for everything.
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HAPPENINGS WITH McUMC AND THE NEW TO YOU
· It was voted at the January board meeting for each church to assist with the need for trash bags, paper supplies, tape, and etc at the New to You, as this is one of our large expense items.  Each month we have received excellent donations from the churches involved.  Thanks to Pleasant Grove and Brewers for January and February donations.  Benton First signed up for March and Maple Springs for April.

· Thanks to Glenda Clapp and Betty Jones for the March bulletin board.  It is absolutely beautiful.  November and December are still available if your church has not signed up.

· We participated in the Leadership Day display at Mayfield on January 23, 2005.  Brochures explaining the purpose and activities of McUMC were distributed, along with a pictorial display of activities of the cooperative.
· The radio program continues to reach more people.  New listeners are talking to Joe Thorn or me every week.

· We have been donating books to the “Unite to Read” program being conducted by the FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America).  During January and February, 111 new books were donated.

· Inmates are continuing to get clothing as needed, while incarcerated or upon leaving. 

· Twenty-five large print books were given to the Marshall County Bookmobile in January and February.

· Long-term care and Britthaven are also securing items for residents as needed

· Hiram Riley from Kirksey Methodist took 130 boxes of overstock to Reelfoot in January.
· Bud vases are being donated to Benton First.

· Puzzles are being donated to the Exceptional School, rest homes, and schools. 

· Items are being donated to the hospital ladies auxiliary.

· Easter eggs, grass, and stuffed animals have been donated to three churches.

· Three of our best prom dresses were donated to the Relay for Life prom dress consignment sale.  All of the money from the sale of our dresses will be given to Relay for Life.

· We are assisting with the monthly birthday party at the School for Exceptional School.  This is a tremendous ministry and has been conducted for several years.  Gretchen Wheeler, the former New to You manager and Maple Springs also work with this activity each month.

· The Hope and Healing Center is still maintaining its average of between 35-40 visitors a month.  The three nurses working with this program continue to express great enthusiasm and believe they are able to detect several medical conditions before they become a great problem.
· During January and February I spoke at Union Ridge and also Church Grove.   I welcome the opportunity to talk with your church regarding what is happening with McUMC and the New to You.  In addition, I have taken half of the lay speaking class and am available if other needs arise for a speaker.
· Plans are being made to do a special promotion during the quilt show.  This month’s display includes quilts.  We plan to place flyers in the Paducah area in hope of attracting customers during the quilt show.



March 2005





SALES


January  		11,098.77


   February		11,595.74





"Don't let your worries get the best of you,


remember, Moses started out as a basket case"











The Voice


of Marshall County’s United Methodist Churches Cooperative Ministry











TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS


                               January      February


Counter Hours 	229.50 	241.50





Other Volunteers	383.25		325





I would like to welcome George and Janet Heath to the McUMC webmasters group.  George & Janet have completed their initial orientation for editing and uploading the Oakland United Methodist Church web pages and are now undertaking the day-to-day tasks of keeping the Oakland UMC web pages updated.


If you get a chance drop George & Janet a welcoming email and encourage them to continue this job.


Thanks again to all of the volunteer webmasters for their work on their own local church web pages


                            	                 		 	                                      Carl Greenfield


Check out the McUMC website:   � HYPERLINK "http://www.mcumc.net/" �www.mcumc.net� or  � HYPERLINK "http://www.memphis-umc.org/mcumc/" �http://www.memphis-umc.org/mcumc/�
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