MCSAM 
Meeting
October 7, 2006

Northside United Methodist Church

Jackson, Tennessee

The MCSAM meeting was called to order by Wendy Hopper. Those present were the Rev. Autura Hampton, Conference Program Ministries Staff; Wendy Hopper, Conference Singles Coordinator; Dusty Dyer, Janice Baker, Kim Roe, Kathy Ramsey, Karen Grace, Melinda Ferrante, and Patti Messick.

Wendy opened our meeting with a devotional, “Touch the Robe.” The timely message expressed the comforting thought that whenever we reach for God, He is there.

Old Business:

· The minutes from the previous meeting on August 26, 2006 were read and approved.

· Fall Retreat – approximately 30 attending “Unfolding a Closer Walk with God”

-A note from Mrs. Scottie Brafford expressing pleasure with being a part of the leadership

· Budget 
-Wendy presented the grant proposal that was submitted to the Nurture Committee. 

-Wendy reported a positive balance in the MCSAM account

New Business

· Fellowship
-Fellowship Chairman, Dusty Dyer, reported on the September 9th trip to Memphis. Everyone enjoyed Dutch Treat lunch at Piccadilly’s and the trip to the Memphis Zoo. The day ended with dinner at Huey’s.

-Discussion of the camping trip to Mouse Tail Landing at Parsons October 13-15, 2006

-Ideas for next year’s calendar include another trip to Reelfoot Lake for an eagle tour and a possible Mississippi River dinner cruise at Memphis.
· Missions
-Missions Chairman, Patti Messick, submitted a Mission Projects Report for 2006. Our goal for the Habitat House was $10,000 and we raised $4,543.39 with another $500 promised. This leaves us short $4,956.62. Possible future fund raisers were discussed. Patti had planned a yard sale to be held at her church, but after much discussion, we decided that we would need more time to get this project on the calendar. 

-Reelfoot Ministries Thrift Store project on September 16, 2006 was successful with Patti and Wendy helping sort used clothing. Patti reported that the staff appreciated the help and that even when we buy articles at the store the money generated helps their budget.

-Christmas Boxes for Dyersburg Tornado Victims – There has been no response for this project, but Patti expressed a desire to do a box for our Habitat family. After much discussion, we decided to add this to next year’s calendar and address this issue in the spring because so many things are done for families during the holiday season and that this might be more appreciated later in the spring.
-Cloth Bag Project – Patti has had no response on this activity and after discussion we agreed to drop this activity.

· Ideas for April 20-22,2007 Retreat
-Discussed a need for more things set up for people to get out of “safe zones”

-Possible focus for future retreats – “single issues”

-Possible future session leaders, Linda G(?) from Memphis and Janice Baker

-Possible Friday evening Team Building Activities led by Gary, Vicki, or Troy

-More emphasis on Praise and Love of Christ during services

-Elections of future officers on Sunday morning before worship

· Tentative Calendar

  2006

Oct. 28
Meet at Janice Baker’s house, 748 S. Main, Dyer to help with unpacking and “fix up” 

Dec. 2
Open Meeting for all singles at Northside United Methodist Church, Jackson, TN at 10:00AM

Jan./Feb. 
Reelfoot Lake Eagles Tour – (address mission needs)

  2007
Apr. 2-22
Spring Singles Retreat at Lakeshore United Methodist Assembly, Eva, TN – (White Elephant Sale to benefit missions)

May/June

Mississippi River Dinner Cruise at Memphis
June 2
Open Meeting for all singles at Northside United Methodist Church, Jackson, TN at 10:00AM

Sept. 8 
Open Meeting for all singles at Northside United Methodist Church, Jackson, TN at 10:00AM

Sept. 21-24 
Tentative date for Fall Singles Retreat at Lakeshore United Methodist Assembly, Eva, TN

Dec. 1
Open Meeting for all singles at Northside United Methodist Church, Jackson, TN at 10:00AM

Publicity

· Newsletter
-Missions Report discussed and submitted to be printed in newsletter

-Retreat Report discussed and submitted to be printed in newsletter
-Mailing list discussed and Autura will get us a new list of members and clergy to be contacted

-All activities will be written up in newsletter

· Ideas to Promote MCSAM
-Get information to clergy district meetings

-Group brainstormed about the following:

*Take an active part at Annual Conference


*Possible speaker at Laity Banquet


*Look for functions to put up displays


*Get on agendas at various conference meetings


*Out reach for younger singles

The next MCSAM meeting is scheduled for December 2, 2006, at Northside United Methodist Church on North Highland in Jackson, Tennessee.

The group was dismissed with prayer by the Rev. Autura Hampton.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice Baker
